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Injustice to Jeffrey John made me 
want to resign, reveals Bishop 



by Rebecca Paveley 

THE Bishop of Oxford has 
revealed how he wanted to 
resign in the wake of the 
controversy following his 
proposed appointment of 
Jeffrey John as area bishop 
for Reading. 

In an exclusive article for 
the DOOR, the Rt Revd 
Richard Harries says he was 
only persuaded to stay on by 
colleagues and because he 
did not want to leave the 
position at Reading vacant 
for 18 months or more while 



a new bishop of Oxford was 
appointed. 

In a trenchant piece, he 
sets out his reasons for 
appointing Canon John - 
and his reaction to the hostil- 
ity it generated. 

He attacks his critics for 
confusing the situation in 
Reading with ‘what was 
going on across the Atlantic’ 
- the appointment of practis- 
ing homosexual Gene 
Robinson as Bishop in 
New Hampshire. 

He insists that Jeffrey John 
had explicitly promised to 



adhere to the Church’s teach- 
ing on homosexuality. 
Without this promise, says 
Bishop Richard, he ‘would 
not have dreamt of putting 
forward Jeffrey’s name’. 

He says he was encour- 
aged by the way Jeffrey John 
had won over conservative 
evangelicals in his 
Southwark diocese. 

He said that while he 
expected some opposition, 
he believed that Jeffrey 
would have won the trust 
and respect of evangelicals in 
the Oxford diocese within ‘a 



couple of years or so’. 

What took him by surprise 
was the scale of opposition 
across the Anglican 
Communion. And he is 
fiercely critical of the nine 
bishops in the UK who went 
public with their concerns in 
a letter to the press. 

Calling it a ‘grave breach 
of collegiality’ he said they 
would have been far wiser 
to have petitioned the 
Archbishop for a delay to the 
appointment, rather than 
launch a full scale attack via 
the media. 



He is full of praise for 
Jeffrey’s pastoral and leader- 
ship skills and insists that his 
decision to nominate him 
Bishop of Reading remains 
the right one. 

‘Despite the division his 
appointment caused, this was 
and remains a profound issue 
of principle for me,’ he says. 
He calls for more debate on 
the issue of gays and lesbians 
in the Church. A new Guide 
to the Debate is to be pub- 
lished by the House of 
Bishops working party on 
sexuality, chaired by Richard 



Harries, on 3 November. 

The process to appoint a 
new bishop for Reading is 
already underway and a 
name will be announced 
‘Without delay’. 

But the main criteria ‘must 
be to find someone with the 
kind of gifts I had identified 
in Jeffrey, someone with a 
real heart for mission,’ 
insists Bishop Richard. 

For the full article by 
Bishop Richard, turn to 
pages 10 and 11. 



Bells ring out 
for consecration 



THOUSANDS of friends and 
well-wishers crowded into 
Westminster Abbey to see 
the consecration of the new 
Bishop of Buckingham, 
Alan Wilson. 

He was consecrated by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Rowan Williams, alongside 
the new bishop for 
Huntingdon, Dr John Inge, 
from the diocese of Ely. 

Though the service was 
full of glorious pomp and 
ceremony, there was plentyof 
room for joy, with emotion 
plainly sketched on the faces 
of both men and their 
watching families. 

The theme of the demands 
of leadership in today’s 
Church dominated the ser- 
vice. It was the service at 
which, of course, Jeffrey 
John was due to be conse- 
crated alongside Alan 
Wilson. It was perhaps 
awareness of this fact which 



influenced the solemn ser- 
mon by Revd Canon Tim 
Dakin, General Secretary of 
the Church Mission Society. 

He told the new bishops 
that their task of leadership 
in today’s Church was not an 
easy one. ‘None of us need 
reminding of the challenges 
we face. However we go for- 
ward there will be a cost, 
and it is a cost that leaders 
must carry.’ 

He charged them to go out 
as ‘bag carrying guardians of 
the faith’. 

Both bishops were handed 
a Bible and a pastoral staff, 
symbolising their role as 
shepherds over the people. 

Afterwards, under leaden 
London skies, a long line of 
people queued up outside the 
Great West Doors to con- 
gratulate the new bishop. 

For more photographs of the 
consecration, see the back page. 




View from above: DOOR photographer Frank Blackwell was given exclusive access to the organ loft at Westminster Abbey to get 
this shot of the consecration of the new Bishop of Buckingham, the Rt Revd Alan Wilson. He and the new Bishop of Bishop of 
Huntingdon, from the Diocese of Ely, are seen encircled by the consecrating bishops, the Archbishop of Canterbury in the centre. 

For copies of this or any other photograph by Frank Blackwell in The DOOR, call 01865 341013. 
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Opinion 



heart, soul and 



spirit into a city centre 



Putting 

THE new city of Milton 
Keynes is at a crucial stage of 
development. A new vision 
for the city centre is being 
worked out and the city itself 
is set to grow as part of the 
government’s sustainable 
communities plan. The 
churches are involved in 
both these projects. 

Towards the end of the 
1990s as the first 30 year 
plan for the centre of the 
new city came to an end, key 
stakeholders looked around 
and saw they had created a 
business park and a shop- 
ping centre. Both are good in 
themselves but the stake- 
holders recognised that 
something is missing. A good 
city centre is more than both 



of these, it has ‘heart, soul 
and spirit’. 

That is the language used 
by people working on the 
development project in cen- 
tral Milton Keynes which 
arose from the observations 
of those stakeholders. 
Christians will note that it is 
faith language. Its use pre- 
sents the churches and the 
other faith communities with 
the challenge and the oppor- 
tunity to draw on faith tradi- 
tions to ‘flesh out’ what 
those words might mean. 

There are many ways in 
which the churches are 
involved in the city centre. 
One project is a ‘faith centre’ 
also sometimes called a mul- 
tifaith or interfaith centre. 



This will have a number of 
facets. One is a quiet space, 
available to people of all 
faiths and none for prayer, 
quietness and meditation. 
We are currently exploring 
what this 
might look 
like. A key 
question is 
whether it should self-con- 
sciously draw on the sym- 
bols of various faith tradi- 
tions or whether it should 
break away into a much 
freer style. 

A second facet of the 
hoped for centre is a place of 
learning about the great 
world faiths. The general 
ignorance about Christianity 
is well documented and that 



ignorance extends to other 
faiths also. Many of us in the 
churches are keen to have 
opportunities to tell the Jesus 
story to a generation largely 
ignorant of it. Some of us are 
also keen that 
other faith stories 
are made known 
so that the veil of 
.ignorance which fosters sus- 
picion and worse might be 
torn apart and the light of 
understanding shone 

through. The centre will be a 
place of learning which peo- 
ple can come to without hav- 
ing to enter an ‘official’ reli- 
gious building of any faith. 

The third piece of work we 
want to begin responds to 
the general religious situa- 



tion in Britain as described 
by Grace Davie and others. 
Alongside the decline of for- 
mal religious observance 
there is a widespread interest 
in spirituality. That expresses 
itself in many ways but 
rarely in terms of orthodox 
Christianity. Indeed, research 
suggests many people do not 
have any religious frame- 
work with which to make 
sense of the world or engage 
in spiritual searching 
Evidence also suggest people 
are unlikely to turn to the 
church in their searching. 

The faith centre will be a 
base for workers who will 
help people to explore their 
spirituality. Milton Keynes is 
a young city with lots of 



young adults so we are keen 
to appoint people to work 
with the spirituality of the 
young, helping youngsters 
think about the big issues, 
like what happens after 
death. 

The faith centre is one way 
in which churches and other 
faith communities are seek- 
ing to work with others to 
fulfil the vision of putting 
‘heart, soul and spirit’ into 
the city centre. It will also 
make an important contribu- 
tion to the lives of present 
spiritual searchers who are, 
by and large, removed from 
the Church. 

Revd Stephen Heap is the 
City Centre Chaplain for 
Milton Keynes 



By Stephen Heap 




Animal welfare Sunday was celebrated around the diocese in October. In Thatcham, Berkshire, a 
pet service was held at St Mary's parish church and animals large and small were brought by 
their owners for a blessing. Photo by Frank Blackwell 



New funding plans to balance 
ministry with parish share 



New plans for the funding of 
deaneries and parishes are to 
be discussed at Diocesan 
Synod this month. 

Parishes are to be asked to 
balance the cost of ministry 
against the amount of parish 
share they raise in a bid 
to make church finances 
sustainable. 

At the moment, parish 
share is directly linked to 
numbers on the church elec- 
toral roll and some parishes 
have been keeping parish- 
ioners off the roll in order to 
keep their bills down. 

As a result, other parishes 
are bearing a far larger pro- 
portion of costs than others. 

This year, for example, 
some parishes are paying just 
two per cent of a seven per 
cent increase, while others 
are having to find eight or 
nine per cent extra. 

The current way of paying 
parish share is seen by some 
as unfair to growing church- 
es, said Brian Newey, chair 



of Diocesan Board of 
Finance. 

But new plans to appor- 
tion parish share will help to 
cushion growing parishes to 
allow them time to encour- 
age new church goers to ‘get 
up to speed on giving’. 

Other parishes, which may 
never be able to become 
financially self-sustaining 
because of particular circum- 
stances, will still be able to 
receive extra financial sup- 
port from their deaneries in 
order to keep afloat. 

The need to make parishes 
sustainable is just one of the 
issues discussed in a strategy 
document which has 
been sent out to PCCs 
and deaneries. 

Called ‘Shaping the Future 
Together’ it commits the dio- 
cese to investigating innova- 
tive ministry and mission, 
and managing resources 
more flexibly. 



Meetings about the 
strategy have been going on 
for several weeks around 
the diocese. 

Mr Newey said that most 
people appreciated that the 
aim was to help the church 
grow and reach out beyond 
its conventional ways of 
doing things. 

‘It is very exciting. But as 
well as innovative things, we 
want to do conventional 
things better too. The strate- 
gy has many facets to it.’ 

The area bishops are trav- 
elling to deaneries and 
benefices to hold discussions 
on the strategy document. 

It is expected to be 
endorsed at Synod at the end 
of this month. 

The full document can be 
accessed on the Church 
House website at 
www.oxford.anglican.org. 



Sight impaired people can now get a free audio version of The 
DOOR by contacting Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 
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Js)t/ndA am Jfousincj 
dissociation 

The Wyndham Housing Association 

provides worry-free accommodation for active over 

60s. Situated close to the 

cultural and social life of historic Oxford, we offer self 
contained one-bedroom flats for sale or rent. 

Services provided include heating, 
lighting, repairs, laundry facilities, guest rooms, pleas- 
ant court yard gardens. The house manager is on call 
24 hours a day. A cooked lunch and a light supper 
are served to each flat daily. 




For further information please contact: 

The Administrator, Wyndham House, 
Plantation Road, Oxford OX2 6JJ 



Tel: 01865 511239 
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News 



New asylum centre 
will turn refugees into 
‘modern day lepers’ 



THE issue of asylum is head- 
line news. Yet often we only 
hear the two, very polarised, 
sides to the debate - the 
asylum seekers themselves 
and their support groups, 
and the indigenous popula- 
tion who fear refugees will 
take over their hospital beds, 
their school places and 
their housing. 

So to step into the middle 
of such a hostile debate takes 
courage. In so doing, Revd 
Mary Carney, Rector of the 
Ray Valley, found herself at 
the centre of a media storm 
18 months ago when she 
spoke up over plans for a 
detention centre for asylum 
seekers near Bicester. 

She spoke against the loca- 
tion of the centre - between 
two tiny villages in her 
benefice - but at the same 
time urged local residents to 
have compassion for the 
refugees who may become its 
detainees. Her thought-pro- 
voking comments earned her 
hostility from some quarters 
and for more than a year 
now, she has declined to 
speak openly on the subject. 

But as John Prescott has 
recently overruled a planning 



inquiry to give the final go- 
ahead for the centre, the 
issue has once again been 
thrust centre-stage. 

Mary Carney told the 
DOOR she was opposed in 
principle to the idea of a 
‘detention centre’ for 
refugees and said she 
feared the Government was 
treating refugees like 
‘modern-day lepers’. 

‘As a Christian, I believe 
the principle of isolating 
these people is a very bad 
one. We have to react in a 
more humane way. 

‘We have to look at more 
positive ways of helping 
people wanting asylum. 
How humane is it, let alone 
practical, turning people 
around in six months as this 
centre plans to do?’ 

She said the idea of dump- 
ing a large number of asylum 
seekers in between two small 
villages in north Oxfordshire 
was not supported by either 
side in the asylum debate. 

‘Both local residents and 
asylum support groups are 
opposed - the latter because 
of the isolation of the 
refugees. It is almost as if the 
government is hoping if they 




Kosovan refugees fleeing the country in 1999. 



Photo by Christian Aid/Dominic Brain 



put them up here they’ll be 
out of sight and out of mind, 
like modern day lepers. 

‘There are only 250 vil- 
lagers and there will be 750 
asylum seekers in this camp, 
so whatever sort of camp it 
was people in the area would 
inevitably be anxious at any- 
thing so big coming in. Local 
amenities will be hopelessly 
stretched. It is as if a sort 
of monster is being deposited 
in the middle of a 
small community. 

‘People are worried about 
what they may lose - the 
impact on property prices - 
and also they fear dozens of 
young men will be roaming 
around the area. This fear 
isn’t as superstitious as it 
might sound. The reality of 
modern day asylum seekers 



means that it will be mostly 
young men who come to 
the centre. 

‘We have to understand 
why people are afraid and 
help them through it. 

‘But we can learn from 
each other. Immigrant com- 
munities could enliven 
Church worship; look at 
what has happened in some 
of our big cities like 
Manchester and London. 

‘Christian love and neigh- 
bourliness - it’s not just our 
duty but should be the way 
we live out our lives. The 
message of the Gospel is 
abundantly clear: we have to 
welcome the refugees. Christ 
was himself a refugee.’ 

Meeting together face to 
face was perhaps the only 
way the two sides could 



begin to understand one 
another, she said. 

‘My curate, Simon 
Lockett, does one day a 
week at Campsfield deten- 
tion centre and he hears 
heartbreaking stories of vio- 
lence and torture. 

‘Perhaps people here could 
meet with them and hear 
their stories. If people could 
counter each other with 
mutual reverence and 
respect, perhaps this centre 
need not be the monster 
it seems.’ 

Revd Mary Carney was 
talking to the Editor 

Asylum Welcome works in 
the Oxford area with refugees 
and asylum seekers. They can 
be contacted on 01865 722082. 




‘Lost and alien, it is our job to serve them’ 



Revd Terry Drummond 



THE issue of refugees and asy- 
lum seekers is one that can 
cause a mix of emotions; the 
reader of some tabloid news- 
papers can become convinced 
that they are all illegal and 
scroungers. The other side of 
the equation is an acceptance 
that most are people fleeing 
wars and oppression, who 
arrive in the UK seeking a safe 
haven. 

In Croydon the Churches 
have been working with 
refugees and asylum seekers 
since 1997, the main work is 
through a Day Centre that 
offers a place of sanctuary. 



The visitor to the Centre 
receives food and may be 
helped with groceries and 
basic household goods that 
are imperative for someone 
setting up home. Equally 
there are people passing 
through who are being 
housed in hotels prior to 
being transferred to another 
part of the UK, usually with 
little notice and to cities and 
towns that are ill prepared for 
the newcomer. 

The reason Croydon is a 
centre for this work is the fact 
that the Immigration and 
Asylum service is based in the 



town, and most newcomers 
are at some point directed to 
the service. In addition the 
proximity to Gatwick and 
central London makes the 
town attractive to the new- 
comer. 

The importance of this 
work for the Churches cannot 
be underestimated. Through 
the service that is offered, the 
weakest in our society are 
offered support. The service is 
rooted in the belief that there 
is a gospel imperative to serve 
the outcast and the alien, the 
parable of the sheep and goats 
in Matthew 25 offers insights 



that we should not ignore in 
our contemporary society. 

The press may vilify the 
asylum seeker and refugee but 
the reality on the whole is not 
of scroungers and crooks, 
rather it is of people who are 
fleeing terror and who need 
our love not rejection. In 
seeking to live out the gospel 
message we may ask what 
group needs our care more 
than those who are lost and 
alien in a foreign nation? 

Terry Drummond 
Social Responsibility Officer 
Croydon Episcopal Area 



Stirring up 
the Spirit 

AN injection into the veins of 
the diocese 7 is how yourking- 
domcome, the Bishops 7 autumn 
prayer mission, has been 
described. It's a campaign of 
prayer encompassing the whole 
diocese, expressed through 
churches and deaneries in 
courses, workshops, sermons 
and more. Canon Barbara 
Doubtfire, coordinator of the 
prayer mission, said: 'The life- 
blood of all Christian mission 
and ministry is prayer 7 . 

The prayer and reflection of 
the autumn mission will be cen- 
tred on our response to Sharing 
Life, and seeks to underpin the 
Diocesan Synod discussion on 
'Shaping the future Together 7 as 
well as supporting our thinking 
as our strategy is worked out in 
the months and years ahead. 
The overall aim will be to deep- 
en and develop the prayer life of 
church people and others in the 
diocese who are seeking to find 
a God who connects with what 
they are most concerned with in 
life. There is a series of 'Rolling 
Reflections 7 on the yourking- 
domcome pages of the dioce- 
san website, which provides 
material for thinking outside 
the box and gaining a global 
perspective on prayer. 

Yourkingdomcome begins in 
earnest on November 1, which 
will be 'a day with the saints, for 
the saints 7 . Berkshire 
Archdeaconry has a day led by 
the Bishop of Oxford, with a 
range of seminars at St 
George's Church, Wash 
Common. Buckingham 
Archdeaconry is mounting sev- 
eral local and deanery events. 
The Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, 
Bishop of Dorchester will lead 
Oxfordshire Archdeaconry 
events, which feature the Revd 
Alison White from Springboard 
as a speaker on 'Praying in 
Good Company 7 . 

Look at the resources on 
www. oxf o r d . an g li can . o r g/y o u r k 
ingdomcome; it includes infor- 
mation on events in your area, 
spiritual direction, prayer packs 
for children and other useful 
websites; down-load material to 
develop a prayer journal, for a 
group prayer workshop or ideas 
for setting up a multi-sensory 
prayer experience. 
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School of Arts 
and Humanities 



Discover the World of Languages! 

■ Chinese ■ French ■ German ■ Italian 
■ Japanese ■ Portuguese "Spanish 
■ Swedish "Turkish 

■ Evening Courses start 19 January 2004 

■ Various levels: from absolute beginners to advanced level 

■ 1 0 week course of 1 .5 hours per week - Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays or Thursdays, 5.30 to 7pm or 7 to 8.30pm 

Our group classes are small to enable students to enhance 
accuracy and increase fluency in a very short period of time 

For application forms and further information contact: 

Oxford Brookes Language Services 

Tel: 01865 483692 

Email: obls@brookes.ac.uk 

Oxford Brookes University 
Headington Campus 
Oxford OX3 0BP 



www.brookes.ac.uk 



COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by experienced and 
qualified practitioner. Spiritual direction also offered. 
Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 



music at oxford 


I Faeiolini 


u 

Sat 22 Nov 
7.30pm 


" lively , imaginative, 
even anarchic ... and 


Dorchester 


a lot of fun” 


Abbey 


BBC Music 
Magazine 


I Fagiolini have 
brought alive the 
madrigals of wW 

Monteverdi to 
audiences who had 11 

never heard them ^ 

and sung the music 
of South African L 

townships. 




Tickets £5 - 


£30 


Box Office 0870 7500659 
or www.musicatoxford.com 



Shades of Glass Studio 



Call us for a no 
obligation quotation on: 



Lead Light 
‘Windozvs 

Craftsmen built Lead 
Light and Stained Glass 
Windows, Specialists in 
Church Window 
refurbishment and 
replacement. 



★ Lead lights 

★ Vandal damage 

★ Hand painted detail 

★ Stained glass and 
engraved detail 

★ Polycarbonate weather 
a vandal-proof 
protective sheeting 

★ Galvanised & Stainless 
Steel protective grills 

References available, 
work undertaken on 
many local churches 
and colleges 

INTEREST FREE TERMS AVAILABLE 

Tel: OXFORD 01865 340831 

Shades of Glass 12 Fane Drive 
Berinsfield, Oxon 0X10 7NB 
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People & places 



Oxford centres on fair trading 










Shop for fair trade at st. Michaels in the Northgate. Buy from (I to r) 
Mary Ashton, Kate Goodacre, Margaret Brown and Clare Matthews. 



ENTER the parish hall at St. 
Michael's in the Northgate on 
Cornmarket, in the centre of 
Oxford, and you will now 
find yourself surrounded by 
some of the most beautiful - 
and ethical - products that 
communities around the 
world have to offer! 

Fairtrade@St. Michael's, a 
new co-operative, offers a 
range of fairly traded goods, 
including foodstuffs, bever- 
ages, stationery, Christmas 
cards, hand-crafted gifts and 
a range of clothes for women 
and babies. It is an ecumeni- 
cal venture, directed by six 
women from Catholic, 
Methodist, Anglican and 
Vineyard churches around the 
city. Kate Goodacre, a direc- 
tor and member of St. 
Andrews, Linton Road, has 
been involved in fair trade for 
about 30 years. She enthuses 
about the products, which 
‘show outstanding craftsman- 
ship and many of which help 
to sustain or revive local cul- 
tural traditions: hand- 
embroidered mirrorwork 
bags from India, intricate sil- 



ver jewelry from 
Peru, Indonesia and 
Thailand, superb Peruvian 
alpaca cardigans, and delight- 
ful wooden jigsaws from Sri 
Lanka.’ But it's not just about 
lovely embroidery and 
charming toys. Fairly traded 
products provide a livelihood 
for families in some of the 
world's poorest communities, 
giving them the dignity of 
paid work and a chance for a 
oetter life. 

Buying their products 
changes lives. ‘God's concern 
for the poor comes through 
so clearly in so much of 
Scripture,’ Kate says. We 
sometimes feel it's beyond us 
to change the way things are. 
Actually, as consumers we 
DO have power. Buying fairly 
traded goods gives Christians 
the opportunity to live out 
kingdom values of justice and 
love in their shopping.’ 

Fairtrade@St. Michael's is 
open from 11 am to 4 pm, 
Tuesday through Saturday. To 
find out more, or to volunteer 
to help in the shop, ring 
01865 310389. 



SNIPPETS 



Calling volunteers for 
school admissionsThe 

Diocese of Oxford is respon- 
sible for administering schools 
admissions appeal hearings 
for all its aided schools and is 
looking for volunteer panel 
members. You don’t have to 
be from an educational back- 
ground - full training is given. 
Travel expenses can be paid. 

If you can be available for 
one or two days a term, and 
would be interested to know 
more, ring Val Coombs on 
07717 153837 or e-mail 
val.coombs@oxford.angli- 
can.org. 

Day of healing On 22 

November the Order of 
Jacob’s Well, a healing team 
ministry, will be visiting 
Christ Church United 
Reformed Church in Henley- 
on-Thames for a day of heal- 
ing, between 10am and about 
4pm. For more details contact 
David Males on 01189 
475293 or e-mail 
david.males@tesco.net 
Plaque dedicated for 
peace A slate plaque was 
dedicated on Tuesday 14 
October and placed in the 
recently re-opened St 
Ethelburga’s Centre for 
Reconciliation and Peace. 

The artist was Giles 
Macdonald, a stone carver 
and member of the PCC at St 
Mary’s in Banbury, who spe- 
cialises in ‘hand writing’ let- 
ter carving. He created it as a 
commission for the All- 
Burma Veterans Association 
of Japan. 



The Hawthorns 

CLEVEPON 

“THE GEM OF SUNNY SOMERSET” 

A TYPICAL VICTORIAN SEASIDE RESORT 



When people ask what makes 
Clevedon so special, beside being 
the location of ‘The Hawthorns’ a 
unique concept in retirement living, 
the answers depend on who you ask. 
For commuters it is the accessibility 
to motorways with the M4 & M5 
being just minutes away. For air 
travellers the Regional Bristol Airport 
is a great convenience. For retirees 
it is the perfect place to retire and 
enjoy the natural beauty of the rural 
country, the famous poet walks and 
the convenience of big town 
amenities. For shoppers it is the 
convenience of Cribbs Causeway Mall 
with over 135 shops including a large 
John Lewis and Marks & Spencer, 
1,200 seat food court and 7,000 free 
parking spaces! 

Clevedon is a town of some 23, 000 
people, on the coast of the Bristol 
Channel (Severn Estuary). It is a part 
of the Unitary Authority of North 
Somerset, but the nearest major city 
is the City and County of Bristol. 

It was the coming of the Bristol and 
Exeter Railway in 1847 that provided 
the massive 
impetus in the 
development 
of the town. 

By 1894 the 



18-19 Elton Road, Clevedon, 
North Somerset, BS21 7EH 
I hr Hmvihortis Tel: (01275) 790060 

http://www.thehawthorns-clevedon.co.uk 



town had grown to the size to warrant 
an independent District Council, and 
the many existing large Victorian 
houses and public buildings were 
built. 

Amongst the famous visitors were 
noted authors and poets, Charles 
Lamb, William Thackeray, Samuel 
Taylor Coleridge and Alfred, Lord 
Tennyson, whose poem Tn 
Memoriam’ refers to St. Andres’s 
Church in the West of the town. 

The name of the county Somerset 
comes from the ‘Sumorsaete’ 
recorded in the Anglo-Saxon 
Chronicle and is remembered in the 
motto of Somerset County Council 
which means, so the language 
experts tell us, ‘the people of the 
summer lands’. 

It was the summertime when the land 
came into its own, and the name the 
Welsh/Celts, who were here before 
the Saxons, gave it was appropriately 
the summer town, Somerton. 

With so much to explore in the county 
and surrounding areas, the residents 
at The Hawthorns can be envied their 
location and 
weekly trips 
to all corners 
of North 
Somerset! 



Foundation Stone of the 
Cornerstone All Saints’ 
Church, Wokingham, held a 
ceremony for laying the foun- 
dation stone for The 
Cornerstone, a new facility 
for the people ofWokingham. 
The building provides a 
hall, meeting rooms, offices 
and interview rooms for 
use by local people and 
community groups. 




Jacob Wellman, aged 10, won 
the draw to place the foundation 
stone for the Cornerstone com- 
munity centre. 

One World Celebration 

The Oxford Centre for 
Mission Studies hosted a cele- 
bration for One World Week 
bringing together asylum- 
seekers and international stu- 
dents on Saturday 18 
October. Guests were invited 
to tell their stories and sing 
their songs to make ‘a world 
away from home’. 

Nearly a hundred people 
came to hear them. There 
were songs from the South 
Sea Islands, the Philippines, 
China and Sri Lanka. Urim 
Mori described how he fled 
Kosovo and arrived in 
Oxford unable to speak 
English, but is now taking a 
law degree at Oxford Brookes 
University. Hasan Bamyani 
chanted an Afghan love poem. 

The audience also heard 
from Julia Hollander; who 
has been working as writer in 
residence at Campsfield 
House Immigration 
Detention Centre. She read 
from a collection of detainee 
poetry and prose which will 
be formally launched later in 
November. 

Advent trail This year; 
the Christmas story will come 
to life with life-sized figures 
from the story appearing in 
people’s gardens. It happened 
in Eynsham last year; and this 
year they could be appearing 
all over Oxfordshire, thanks to 
a new website, www.advent- 
trail.org.uk covers the peculiar 



happenings in Eynsham last 
year; why it was done and how 
you can do it yourself. Claire 
Page, whose idea it was, called 
the trail: ‘a fun way of reach- 
ing out into the community 
with the Christmas message.’ 
New status for College 
The Church of England’s old- 
est theological college will 
expand its role as a centre of 
theological study to accept 
students for the full range of 
theology degrees offered by 
the University of Oxford after 
becoming a Permanent 
Private Hall (PPH) this 
month. St Stephen’s House, 
founded in 1876, will contin- 
ue to train candidates for 
ordination but will now also 
be open to all students ‘wish- 
ing to study theology within 
the context of daily prayer 
and worship of a theological 
college,’ according to Edward 
Dowler, their Vice Principal. 
Historical findings at 
Dorchester Abbey The 
two years of building work 
at Dorchester Abbey have 
been well documented, as 
have the struggles to get 
planning permission before- 
hand and the glorious result 
afterwards. But the discov- 
eries made along the way 
are just as fascinating. 

An archaeological dig has 
shown up the foundations 
of the early Norman abbey 
lying over traces of earlier 
Saxon buildings, as well as 
numerous burials, a well, 
evidence of glass-making, 
and a gold coin dating from 
the time of Christ. The 
work of the architectural 
historian Dr Warwick 
Rodwell is ongoing, but he 
is working towards a defini- 
tive historical account of the 
Abbey’s structure. 

In the meantime, the 
Dorchester Campaign have 
produced a limited edition 
14ct gold replica of the 
Dorchester Coin. Profits 
from the sale of the coins 
will go towards the comple- 
tion of the work. The origi- 
nal coin was minted for the 
native Celtic king 
Cunobelin, and has surpris- 
ingly clear markings. The 
front shows an ear of wheat 
and the other side shows a 
horse. See www.dorchester- 
abbey.org.uk for updates on 
events in the Abbey. 

Vaiqo visitors and the 
Vampire Visitors from 
Oxford’s link diocese of 
Vaxjo in Sweden visited 
Oxfordshire in the last week 
of September and met priests 
from the deanery of 
Abingdon. They were also 
taken to see a fighter jet being 
restored by the Revd John 
Cooper (see picture). The 
plane, a De Havilland 
Vampire, was the second 



operational jet fighter to enter 
service in the RAF. In the 
same week, three visitors 
from the Archdiocese of 
Dijon, France, visited the 
Diocese of Oxford to learn 
more about the Church of 
England and join in a Harvest 
Thanksgiving in High 
Wycombe. 

Swedish visitors admire the Revd 
John Cooper's restoration project: 
a jet fighter kept in his garden! 




Church leaders sign 
college covenant 

Church leaders have added 
their signatures to a 
covenant which set up a 
Chaplaincy Service at 
Buckinghamshire Chiltern 
University College. This 
makes official a long-run- 
ning friendly agreement 
between the college and 
local churches. 

On 16 October in the 
library of Missenden Abbey, 
members of the ecumenical 
chaplaincy team, leaders of 
five denominations and the 
Director of the college, 
Professor Bryan Mogford, 
signed the covenant which 
brought the Chaplaincy into 
formal existence. 

Pictured holding the covenant 
are (l-r) Professor Mogford, the 
Rt Revd Alan Wilson, Bishop of 
Buckingham, the Revd Paul 
Goodliff,the Revd Roberta 
Rominger, the Revd Anne Brown 
and Mgr Sean Healy. w 




Friends of St Leonard’s 

An exhibition, a talk on the 
stained glass windows and an 
organ recital will formally 
launch the Friends of St 
Leonard’s Church, Watlington 
on Saturday 15 November. 

All those with connections to 
Watlington, whether church- 
goers or not, are invited to 
become Friends, to assist in 
preserving the church as part 
of the rich heritage of the 
whole community. For a sub- 
scription, Friends will receive 
a newsletter and invitations to 
social or cultural meetings. 

For further information please 
contact Janet Vaughan, tel. 
01491 613497. 




Eco-column 

Farmers are often blamed for 
reducing the number of birds. 
Yet look at any list of endan- 
gered birds and it is soon 
clear that many of them are 
garden birds. Gardeners must 
bear some responsibility par- 
ticularly the designer style 
garden which allows little 
natural habitat. Planting a 
single tree for example can 



provide habitat for hundreds 
of nutritious aphids. Don’t 
over prune. Have a nettle 
patch, and grow a few this- 
tles. “ Leave ivy alone” and 
eschew the myths about its 
damaging properties - ivy 
provides shelter and breeding 
grounds for insects; certain 
species of butterflies feed on 
its leaves; its depths provide 
safe nesting places for birds. 
At the end of the season, ivy 
can still be providing nectar 
from its late flowers for bees 
and in the winter the berries 
are a rich source of food for 
birds when they are at most 
risk. Not clearing the garden 
at the end of the summer and 



allowing some of the decay- 
ing foliage to over-winter, 
provides shelter and a source 
of food for vulnerable birds. 
Human beings are only part 
of the biodiversity of God’s 
creation and yet can faddish- 
ly and selfishly over-design 
nature in the name of fash- 
ion, thereby causing the 
demise of fellow created 
beings. Garden in a way that 
acknowledges God’s imagina- 
tion and provide a rich diver- 
sity in creation. Garden for 
wildlife And not just for aes- 
thetics - it’s something every- 
one can do. 

Revd Glyn Evans is the Diocesan 
Rural and Regional Officer. 
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Interview. . . 



God in the life of 

Christopher Lewis 



FOR a man who says he only saw the point of education as he was leaving school, 
Christopher Lewis has come a long way. As new dean of Christ Church, he is responsible for 
the College and the Cathedral at a time of great change for both institutions. From school he 
joined the Navy, where he came to a conscious, definite, Christian faith. He describes himself 
as a ‘comprehensive Anglican’, to whom working with the poor and underprivileged is an 
essential part of his creed. He is married to Rhona with three children aged 30, 24 and 1 7. 




I WAS only an occasional 
churchgoer as a child; my 
family wasn’t particularly 
religious. I went away to 
school and was confirmed, 
much a case of being part of 
the whole school process. It 
wasn’t until later that I began 
to grapple with things, when 
I was 17 or 18 and had 
joined the Navy. 

I enjoyed the Navy enor- 
mously. I was in it for five 
years and during that time I 
changed a lot or maybe life 
changed me. It was there that 
I really began to think things 
out and came to a much 
more conscious, definite 
Christian faith. I ended up 
as the navigator of a mine- 
sweeper doing patrol work 
in the Far East during the 
Malaysia/ Indonesia con- 
frontation. There was no cri- 
sis moment; it was more a 
question of meeting a far 
greater range of people, 
being in different situations, 
trying to piece it all together 
and to have an insight into 
what gives meaning to the 
whole. It was partly an intel- 
lectual struggle and also an 

'Seeking the truth is 
very hard but also 
very exciting 7 



emotional one. I guess the 
Holy Spirit was guiding me 
to see things in a particular 
way. I suppose I began to 
understand that one needs to 
wrestle with the world and 
that seeking the truth is very 
hard but also very exciting. It 
was the discovery that the 
most creative and true and 
comprehensive way of 
approaching people, life and 
oneself is in Christ. Christ- 
ianity is odd, for it is some- 
thing that may be going on 
around you and which you 
can ‘do’ without ever making 



it your own. That is what 
happened to me for I would 
have called myself a 
Christian in a general, social 
sense but I found I had to 
make it consciously my own. 

Ordination and 
academia 

While in the Navy I felt I 
should see whether ordina- 
tion was the right route. I 
stayed in for a time as I was 
enjoying myself and then 
came out of the Navy with a 
view to ordination but got 
diverted into being a student. 
I did three years at Bristol 
University then a year in the 
US, before getting married. 

I had met Rhona towards 
the end of the time at Bristol. 
We were engaged when I 
went to the States and were 
married in Alaska at the end 
of that year. We could have 
come back to England and 
had a normal kind of wed- 
ding with bridesmaids and 
all that, but I had the oppor- 
tunity of going to Alaska to 



work, through some contacts 
in Boston. And in the end 
what we thought we’d do is 
get married there - with fam- 
ily permission (it wasn’t 
exactly an elopement!) - then 
do six weeks working for the 
Church near the Arctic circle 
before coming back for a 
wedding reception. 

We started our married life 
in Cambridge where I went 
to do research. So I ended up 
having come out of the navy 
at 22, doing seven years as a 
student, which was rather 
longer than I’d anticipated. 

Comprehensively 

Anglican 

All the time my Christian 
faith and understanding of 
the Church were developing. 
I started off with a fairly 
evangelical faith which I 
haven’t lost, but I wouldn’t 
place myself in any particular 
slot or party in the Church. I 
have always been compre- 
hensively Anglican. I was 
ordained at the age of 29. 



We moved to County 
Durham where I was a 
curate for two and a half 
years. Then we came to 
Oxfordshire where I taught 
in Cuddesdon for seven 
years. It is good to teach, as 
it can be very testing; your 
views have to stand up in a 
critical environment. For 
three years I also looked 
after the parish of Aston 
Rowant with Crowell near 
Chinnor alongside the teach- 
ing. That was an experience 
for modern life in the church 
as I had a full-time job else- 
where and had to do much of 
the work of the parish with a 
team of splendid people on 
the spot. 

Then I went to be vicar of 
Spalding in Lincolnshire. I 
really appreciate the market 
town comprehensive kind of 
Anglicanism and being a 
vicar in that context. 
Spalding has a town centre 
church and there were lots of 
things going on. It was fairly 
normal Anglican religion if 
there is such a thing now. 

Cathedral life 

Since then I’ve been in 
Cathedrals. We went to 
Canterbury where I was the 
Canon Librarian before 
going to St Albans as Dean. 
Rhona is a Roman Catholic 
and I’m very ecumenically 
committed. I am also 
involved with issues of 
homelessness and Christian 
attitudes to that; I chaired a 
group which got a direct 
access hostel going in 
Canterbury. It is very impor- 
tant to my faith that it 
should have practical out- 
workings of that kind, par- 
ticularly in relation to people 
who are disadvantaged. 

Cathedrals do have a cru- 
cial role in this day and age 
because it is pretty secular in 
many ways, yet people are 
enquiring about spiritual 



matters, if not exclusively 
about Christianity. One of 
the great values of 
Cathedrals is that they are 
easily accessible. They can 
cater for a wide number of 
people, they can have more 

'There is a Christian 
core to it but round that 
core all sorts of differ- 
ent things circulate 7 



than one style of worship 
going on, and you can relate 
to people who are not neces- 
sarily consciously or keenly 
Christian. People can light 
candles or put up prayers or 
pray for justice and peace 
plus there are all the ancil- 
lary things that go on like 
music and festivals. There is 
a Christian core to it but 
round that core all sorts of 
different things circulate and 
I like that model because I 
think it connects people to 
things going on in the world, 
and connects them (us) to the 
Christian prayer and wor- 
ship going on at the centre. 

Accessible to all 

Geographically, the 

Cathedral here isn’t ideal 
because it is rather hidden. I 
have some sympathy with 
the Cathedral’s critics and we 
have a lot of work to do with 
our relationship with the dio- 
cese, but relationships are a 
two-way thing and I hope 
people will put effort into 
working with the cathedral 
and helping it as well. And it 
is a lovely Cathedral with 
wonderful music and marvel- 
lous facilities; we just have to 
make sure it is all used cre- 
atively as the Cathedral for 
the Diocese. 

The gay debate 

I’m not a great participant in 
the gay debate because I 
don’t think the issue is of 



importance. I’m not keen on 
the views of those who are 
very pro or very anti. There 
have been many wonderful 
clergy and Christian lay peo- 
ple who have been gay all 
through time and they have 
been generalists, not single 
issue fanatics. I take a fairly 
relaxed attitude to their sex- 
ual orientation so long as it 
does not wreck their ministry 
- but you can say the same 
about heterosexuals. In the 
Bible and in the Christian 
tradition it is a third order 
issue. What does it matter? 
Maybe other people feel this 
too. At a time when much of 
the world knows nothing of 
Jesus Christ, when there are 
lots of homeless people, a lot 
of third world debt, why 
spend ink and energy on this 
subject? I’m for giving it all a 
much lower rating, but I’m 
in a minority. I have the pas- 
sionate view that it is not a 
top subject! 

Bell, book and plough 

It’s early days here but I cer- 
tainly don’t want to sit in this 
room all the time. I have a 
Benedictine line on balance: 
their ‘bell, book and plough’, 
except of course in practice 
they often copped out of the 
plough and employed others 
to do it. I like combining my 
spirituality with physical 
work and some study. We 
are going to plough literally 
here because we are to have a 
vegetable garden and we 
keep chickens. We have some 
guinea fowl as well - guinea 
fowl wandering round Tom 
Quad has been mentioned. 
Without something like that 
one goes to seed! 



Interview by Rebecca Paveley 
Photograph by Frank Blackwell 






Ashfold School 

Doften 

Thame 6 miles, Bicester 9 miles, 
Aylesbury 9 miles, Headington 14 miles. 



Open Morning 

15 November 2003 
10am - 12 noon 



ACE DENTURE CENTRE 



ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 






Rooted in the Christian tradition and 
open to the wisdom of other faiths 

The Abbey at Sutton Courtenay, near 
Abingdon, is very pleased to be hosting a 
series of public events this Autumn. 
Founded about twenty years ago by a 
small independent charity. The Abbey is a 
place of reflection and exploration. The 
small residential community hosts a busy, 
year-round schedule of courses and 
meetings, and also welcomes individuals 
who wish to come for a few days at a 
time on retreat. 

In October, we looked at the book 'God 
Outside the Box' by Rt Rev Richard 
Harries. In November we shall be 
exploring some more perspectives on the 
modern spiritual life - see advert - and in 
December there will be an evening of 
Taize singing in the Great Hall. 

Everyone is welcome at our public events, 
which we hope stimulate and invite 
contribution and participation - please 
contact us in advance if you wish to 
attend any of them. 



DavId Wasley mA.ATC.DipA 

ConSERVATOR $ RESTORATiOn Sp 

01494 773712 

WWW.3RDmiLLEnniUDlARTlSTS.CO. UK 



DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

We make dentures look like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the premises 
FREE CONSULTATION 

Sunken features can be supported 
to return to your natural 
appearance 
► Economy dentures for senior citizens 
» Delicate chrome plates 
* Comfortable soft linings 
» Evening appointments 
» For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 

□ • Quality Porcelain Teeth 
Available 



affon 



1 Phone for a free information pack 



DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE YDH WAIT 
For appointments phone (24 hour) 



THE ABBEY 

SUTTON 
COURTENAY 

An independent educational charity and retreat 
centre rooted in the Christian tradition and 
open to the wisdom of other faiths. 

Public Evenings 
7.30 - 9.30pm £5.00. 

• Thurs 13 Nov Diana Grace Jones: 

Earthing Christianity - the Necessity for 
individual Experience. 

• Tues 18 Nov Alison Whlitir 

Wellbeing - Exploring Spirituality & Health 

• Fri 21 Nov Satish Kumar: 

So/7, Soul and Society 

Weekends 

• 8 & 9 Nov Bridget Beigrave: Nonviolent 

Communication Foundation Course. 
£155/125 non-residential 

• 22 & 23 Nov Satish Kumar: Integrating 

Soil, Soul and Society. £145 inclusive 
To book, and far details of complete 
Autumn programme of events 

01235 847401 

www.theabbey.uk.com 
Reg, charity no. 278687 
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For further infofmatiog, please callour friendly 
team - SuefSarah or Tony on: 



Email: cross.publications@virgin.net 



FLORIDA 

Orlando 

4 bed, 3 bath, air-conditioned, 
privately owned villa. Sleeps 
8/10, own pool, minutes from 
Disney, Universal Studios. 

Full details / brochure 
Guy & Helen Hurrell 

Tel: 01 865 326776 



Dublin 

City Centre 



Parkway Guesthouse 
Family run, select & 
budget accommodation. 
Very reasonable rates. 

Tel: 003531 874 0469 

Email: parkway@eircom.net 



Cosy cottayes, fully equipped, 
linen provided. Panoramic vieuus. 
Do?s welcome, for brochure Tel: 

01694 722869 

www.botvylefarm.co.uk 



landscapes, the mountain 
ranges are dramatic as are the 
white beaches of Papagayo 
and Playa Blanca. 

Playa Blanca is at the Southern 
most part of the Island and 
was once a small fishing 
village with natural harbour. It 
has now developed into a 
beautiful resort which has 
retained its original charm and 
sleepy atmosphere. 

The promenade meanders 
along by the edge of the sea 
for several miles, passing 
beautiful blue flag beaches as 
well as rocky shores. 

Prom the harbour sails a ferry 
to the Island of Fuerteventura 
which is well worth a trip. 

The village of Playa Blanca has 
a fine selection of bistro's and 
restaurants catering for all 
tastes. The prices are 
reasonable and the quality 
excellent. 



DEVON 

FARM COTTAGES 

3 miles beautiful North Coast, 
2 miles Exmoor, sleep 2-6. 
Heated Indoor Pool. 
Games Barn. Peace and quiet 
in secluded 34 acres. 
Short breaks available. 

Tel: 01271 882376 

www.northcotemanorfarm.co.uk 



Playa Blanca is not the place if 
you want a riotous time, but is 
ideal for families and those 
who want to enjoy the 
scenery, the bathing, the 
walking and relaxing 
generally. 

Bill Wolstenholme and family 
are a small concern offering 
good quality, privately owned 
affordable family villas on a 
quiet and peaceful residential 
park close to Playa Blanca. 
Their aim is to provide tasteful 
accommodation as a base for 
your holiday on the wonderful 
island of Lanzarote. 

Many clients return time and 
again to enjoy this soothing 
and safe location. It is also 
ideal for those who have 
retired and wish to spend the 
Winter months in the sun, 
whilst being able to 
accommodate invited guests 
who may wish to join them 



ALGARVE 



Luxury 3 bed Villa (all en-suite) 
Sleeps 6/8, near Carvoeiro. 
Own pool, all mod cons. 
Situated on Pestana Golf Resort 
Golf, Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 



Tel: 02380 265683 



mOURMHOTtL 

Central Promenade, Llandudno 

- Open all year round - 

Guaranteed Free Car Parking. 
All rooms en-suite. 

B&B & Evening meal - 
£39.50 per person per night 

Detail* tel: 011,92 879660 



I PEMBROKESHIRE COAST 

National Park 

Luxury Four Star 
self-catering 
accommodation. 

- Also 3 Star Hotel - 

Bricfcure Tel: 01239 820343 

Email:info@gellifawr.co.uk 



CORNWALL 

Large Country House Hotel. 

Fine restaurant, resident pianists, leisure spa. 
Many bargain breaks. Central for Touring. 

Penventon Park Hotel 

Tel: Redruth 01209 203000 

Email: manager@penventon.com www.penventon.com 



FAMIIY HOME FLORIDA 

Luxury 4 bedroom, 3 bathroom home sleeps 10. 
Air-conditioning, own pool, quiet location, 

5 miles Disney. From F395-E595 per week. 

0114 2303849 

www.magic-sun.co.uk 



KINGFORD HOUSE HOTEL 

Lynton 

♦♦♦♦ E.T.C. 

A warm and traditional welcome awaits you at our family run 
hotel, where you can enjoy excellent home cooked cuisine. 
Fabulously situated for touring Exmoor. Enjoy a Short or long 
term stay. Rooms available for permanent retired residents 
Telephone Tricia Morgan for Brochure and Tariff. 

01598 752361 



GATWICK - 8 mins. 

Family run B&B - AA 3 Diamonds. 
Transport & Parking by arrangement 

Brochure: Brian & Liz Pedlow 

Tel: 01293 546222 Fax: 01293 518712 

Email: info@aprilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 
www.aprilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 

NON SMOKING 



Our Holiday pages are not your usual congested lineage ads. 

Each advert booked is diplayed in a clear boxed layout. We do not hard sell! 



■ 



When you think of Stratford upon Avon, 
Shakespeare comes to mind, we are truly 
grateful to him for keeping our little town 
alive, but Stratford is not just about plays 
and English literature, it is more a way of life. 
It's true to say it is a great place to escape 
from the 21 st Century for just a short period of 
time, we have lovely unspoilt river walks, 
beautiful old buildings, elegant restaurants and 
a maze of little streets and alleys, down every 
alley is a new experience, new and old shops, 
markets and places of interest. 

Stratford as yet is still unspoilt, we have very 
little crime and there is still a safe feeling 



Stratford upon Avon 

when you are out and about, the streets are all 
very closely intertwined and nowhere is far 
away, people are friendly and still say good 
morning. 

Cymbeline is a 106 year old Victorian town 
house, we have 6 bedrooms, all en-suite, the 
house has been kept to it's period but with 
added modern comforts, I do not think any one 
today would fancy living as the Victorians did - 
cold water to wash, chambers under the bed, 
and smoky fires, but there was an elegance 



that sadly today we have 
lost, but for a short time 
you can escape back to the 

'Good Old Days'. 

I have lived in Stratford for 18 years and have 
always had a love affair with it, no matter 
where I go , the minute I drive over the bridge 
and see the river, Holy Trinity church, the Royal 
Shakespeare Theatre, I am so glad to be home. 
Come and see for yourself.... you will not be 
disappointed. 



Linda Thomson, Cymbeline House 

Tel : 01789 292958 



Jewel in 

The island of Lanzarote is 
less than four hours from 
the UK. It is situated 70 
miles off the West Coast of 
Africa and is known as the 
"Jewel in the Crown of the 
Atlantic Ocean". 

It is 37 miles long and 12 
miles wide and has 
temperatures ranging from 21 
degrees C (70F) in january to 
29 degrees C (84F) in August, 
the annual rainfall is about 5.5 
inches making this the perfect 
year round destination. 

As with the other Canary 
Islands, Lanzarote is Volcanic 
in origin and has fantastic 



the Crown of the Atlantic Ocean 



for a while. 

If you would like more 
information, have a chat with 
Bill Wolstenholme on 01454 
260619. He will be delighted 



to answer your questions and 
provide further details on 
flights, car hire, local sights of 
interest to visit, and special 
places to eat. 



Lanzarote 

Playa Blanca 

Affordable family villa 
All dates available 

lei: 01454 260619 

www.wolstenhomes.co.uk 



PEMBROKESHIRE 

FIRSTONE HOLIDAY 
COTTAGES 

Self-catering, warm & comfortable. 
4 Star accommodation. Quiet, rural 
setting Nr Coastal Nat Park. Autumn 
Breaks & Festive Season Retreat. 

Tel: 01437 891789 

uimm.holiddgaccofnmoddtionmales.com 



Wells/ 

Glastonbury 

Self-catering short breaks & holidays. 
Our cottages are comfortable, warm, 
cosy and loved. 

See: www.pottingshedholidays.co.uk 
E-mail: cjvbhhol@aol.com 

Tel. 01749 672 857 



MfORD upon Avon 

Cy mbeMe House 

106 ypdr old Victorian Town House 

• All rooms en-suite • Parking 
• 5 minutes walk from town 
centre, theatre & river. 
www.cymbelinehouse.co.uk 
cymbelinebb @ btopenworld.com 

Tel/fax: 01789 292958 



MALTA - BUGIBBA 

3 bedroom apartment, sleeps up to 6 
perm Close to shops, bars& 
restaurants. 5 minutes tualk to seafront. 
Transport to and from airport arranged, 
from [160 meekly for 2 persons. 

Tel: 01628 773593 



► Ecumenical 
Programme of 
Retreats and 
Workshops 

► Perfect venue for 
Restoration and 
Re-discovery 



' Comfortable rooms with 
ensuite facilities, catering 
for groups, families and 
individuals 

' Idyllic location offering 
panoramic views of 
neighbouring islands 



— LES 

COTUS 



For more details contact: Paul Chambers 
Les Cotils, St Peter Port, Guernsey, Channel Islands GUI 1 UU. 
Tel: 01481 727793 Fax: 01481 701062 
e-mail: lescotils@aol.com website: www.lescotils.com 



BOURNEMOUTH 

West Cliff 

B&B in charming garden 
cottage. Nr sea. 
Peaceful, warm welcome. 

Non smoking. 

Sorry No Children or Pets. 
Parking available. 

Tel: 01202 762532 



KIBBLE VALLEY 

- Clitheroe 

2 self-catering apartments 
in converted stable. 
Wonderful views. 
Sleeps 4-6. ETC ★★★★ 
Wheelchair friendly 
Tel: 01200 445370 

pilko@highergills.co.uk 

www.highergills.co.uk 



Costa Blanca 

Semi detached Family Villa 
in off road location 
Nr Torrevieja, Ali&nte 

dose by Villa Martin Golf 
Course. Sleeps 6, 3 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms, 3 terraces. 
Right next to 2 pools. 
Central heating, Cable TV. 
From £260 - £490 p/w 

Tel: 01189 476664 



Gatwick 3 mins 

Friendly, quiet B&B 
in garden setting 

Close to shops and restaurants. 
All rooms colour TV with tea/coffee 
facilities. Full English or 
Continental breakfast included. 
Secure holiday parking available. 
Courtesy transport by arrangement. 

Easy access from M25 - M23 
Tel & Fax: 01293 783363 



Only £90 for 2 nights for 2 
people. £30 per night for 
additional nights. 

Includes car parking 

Tel: 01736 795083 
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Ministry 



Serving the Church 





ON 8 November at Christ 
Church Cathedral, Bishop 
the Right Revd Bill Down 
will license nine Licensed 
Lay Ministers (LLMs) in to 
the Diocese. 

LLM’s are lay people who 
play a vital role in the 
Church. They were previous- 
ly called Readers. 

Michael Forsdike 

I will serve at Holy Trinity in 
Henley where I have wor- 
shipped for 10 years. I am 
married to Lucia and have 
two grown up children. I am 
a solicitor in Amersham. I 
look forward to developing 
all areas of my ministry - 
especially in the wider com- 
munity. 

Pat Lewis 

I have lived in Henley all my 
life and my ministry will be 
based at Holy Trinity. I am 
married to Trevor who is 
also an LLM. I took early 



retirement from the Midland 
Bank - and my main areas of 
concern are pastoral care 
and my two grand daugh- 
ters! 

Alison Salveson 

I will continue to serve in 
the parish of St Michael and 
All Angels in New Marston, 
Oxford. I am married to 
David and we have two chil- 
dren, Adam 11 and Magda 
8. I am a lecturer at Oxford 
University. 

Christine Marsh 

I will serve at Holy Trinity, 
Prestwood and St Mary 
Magdalen, Great Hampden. 
I am a retired Secondary 



1. Clive Berry 

2. Alison Salvesen 

3. Pat Lewis 

4. Joanna Howard 

5. Michael Forsdike 

6. Christine Marsh 

7. Jeremy Hopkinson 

8. Jon Bowden 

9. Sue Saunders 

school Geography teacher 
and love reading and travel. 

Joanna Howard 

I will be serving in the parish 
of St Andrew’s Hatters Lane 
in High Wycombe. I am 
married to Jon and we have 
one son, Josh 6. I have pre- 
viously worked as a physio- 
therapist and now I divide 
my time between family, 
friends and the church. 

Sue Saunders 

I will be serving as an LLM 
in the Benefice of Uffington, 
Shellingford, Woolstone and 
Baulking. I am married to 
Simon and have two sons 
Duncan and Tom still living 



locally. I work in education 
in the field of pre-school spe- 
cial needs - particularly in 
training. 

Jon Bowden 

I am to work as an LLM in 
the parish of SS Mary and 
John in East Oxford. I am 
married to Karen -and in my 
spare time I am learning 
hand-drumming! 

Clive Berry 

I shall be working in the 
Benefice of Hanborough and 
Freeland. I am married with 
two teenage sons, and I am a 
computer programmer. 

Jeremy Hopkinson 

I shall continue to serve in 
the benefice of the Brickhills 
and Stoke Hammond. 

I am a tax adviser to chari- 
ties, chairman of the Church 
Accountants & Treasurers, 
and enjoy golf, carpentry 
and marquetry. 



Coventry’s Cursillo gift to the Diocese 



AT the invitation of Bishop 
Richard, Coventry Anglican 
Cursillo will be ‘gifting’ 
Cursillo to Oxford diocese. 
Cursillo is a movement of the 
Church, providing a method 
by which Christians are 
empowered to grow through 
prayer, study and action and 
enabled to share God’s love 



with everyone. Its aim is to 
enable people to bloom where 
they are planted, to live out 
their baptismal vows on a day 
to day basis, whether in the 
church, the family, the neigh- 
bourhood or at work. 

Many Diocese around the 
United Kingdom have already 
benefited from Cursillo, and 



within Oxford Diocese 
Cursillo-related activities 
have been happening for a 
number of years. 
Involvement in Cursillo gen- 
erally starts with a three day 
weekend and the presentation 
team comprises a mix of cler- 
gy and laity. Participants lis- 
ten to and discuss a series of 



short talks on Christian liv- 
ing, hear bible-based medita- 
tions, eat, sing and worship 
together. Through the gifting 
process, the Steering Group in 
Oxford will work together 
with members of the Cursillo 
community in Coventry 
Diocese to plan the first cou- 
ple of residential Cursillo 
weekends, which will take 
place in 2005. 



Ministering in prisons 



WHY does it take someone 
like Jeffrey Archer to alert us 
to the fact that conditions in 
Britain's prisons are not what 
they might be? Because pris- 
ons have a 'liminal' quality to 
them in our culture. They are 
'boundary' places. In the pop- 
ular imagination they are 
repositories of 'evil', 'wrong- 
doing^ 'danger' and 'the 
unknown'. We fear them, and 
most of us would rather not 
think about them at all. 

But prisons are full of real 
people with real families and 
friends: inmates, staff and 
volunteers. And they are part 
of our communities, though 
often they are set apart from 
them. Christians of all 
denominations have always 
recognised this. Ministry to 
those in prisons has a long 
history. Every year, during the 
thifd week in November, 
churches mark 'Prisons 
Week'. This year, Prisoners' 
Sunday falls on November 
16, and Prisons Week con- 
tinues until November 22. 

This is an ideal time to 
remember all aspects of the 
criminal justice system in our 
prayers and Christian reflec- 
tions. After all, we live in a 
society where prison numbers 
are rising all the time along 



with the fear of crime; where 
victims feel that nobody cares 
about them; where prisoners' 
families are left alienated and 
ashamed. When prison bud- 
gets are cut, so are pro- 
grammes of rehabilitation 
and education. Many prison- 
ers, therefore, reoffend. Four 
out of five young prisoners 
are reconvicted within two 
years of release - storing up 
worse problems in the future. 
There is a lot of work to do. 

The Prison Advice and 
Care Trust has produced a 
Prisoners' Sunday pack 
which is available from 
jnfQ.@p_4Ctu k ,ne t . More back- 
ground information is avail- 
able from the Churches 
Criminal Justice Forum 
(CCJF) at www.ccif.org.uk . A 
copy of the Prisons Week 
prayer flyer is available from 
alison.webster@oxford.angli- 
can.org . The Diocesan Board 
for Social Responsibility 
(BSR) has an active Criminal 
Justice Issues Group which 
brings together Christians 
with an interest in all aspects 
of the field, including prison 
chaplains. This can be con- 
tacted through me at 
Diocesan Church House. 

Alison Webster 



Celebrating 10 years of 
women’s ministry 



THE diocese is gearing itself 
up to celebrate the lOtenth 
anniversary of the ordina- 
tion of women next year. 

Revd Theresa Scott, the 
Bishops Advisor for Women 
in Ordained Ministry, is 
planning a weekend of 
events on 24 and 25 April. 
This will include a celebrato- 
ry Eucharist at Christ 
Church Cathedral, and there 
will be guest speakers includ- 
ing women Bishops from the 



Church of North America. It 
is also hoped that as many 
parishes as possible will ask 
women to preach at Sunday 
services that weekend. 

Some 76 women were 
ordained ten years ago and 
there are now more than 200 
working in the diocese, 
including non-stipendiaries. 
For more news of the plans 
to mark the anniversary, 
read next month’s DOOR. 



Cutting Edge Ministries Fund 

Cutting Edge Ministries needs your help... 

.. to raise £750,000 to supplement the £250,000 given by 
the Church Commissioners to help grow new Christian 
communities for the 21st Century. Several projects have 
already been offered funding and many more proposals 
are coming forward. Additional funds are crucial to 
enable these ministries to get off the ground. Send your 
donations payable to ODBF - Cutting Edge Ministries to 
Bishop Bill Down c/o Diocesan Church House. 

If you would like know more about Cutting Edge 
Ministries or to make a Gift Aid donation or Standing 
Order visit the Diocesan website or call The Revd 
Angie Paterson on 01491 614033 



The Deanery of Bradfield 

In the Diocese of Oxford 

Deanery Youth Project Leader 

The Deanery of Bradfield, lying to the west of 

Reading, seeks a person of proven abilities to lead 

the Deanery Youth Project. 

If you are: 

• A person with leadership qualities able to inspire and 
motivate youth leaders and young people. 

• Committed to the church's mission and ministry and 
grounded in prayer. 

• Experienced in and have a good understanding of 
Christian youth work within a variety of settings and 
circumstances. 

• Able to be sensitive to differing Anglican traditions, 
both within work and worship. 

• Self motivated, able to set priorities, work 
collaboratively and delegate as appropriate. 

• Able to communicate clearly. 

• A competent driver, owning a car and having a full, 
current, clean driving licence. 

Then contact Andrew Bond for further details at 

Property Division 

Shepherd & Wedderburn 

6th Floor Bucklersbury House 

83 Cannon Street London EC4N 8SW 

Telephone: 0207 763 3242 

This post is subject to obtaining enhanced disclosure 

from the CRB. 
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STONE 8c MARBLE L' 



D. 



Memorials 8c Cremation plaques 
Wide choice of designs 
All types of stone, marble 8c granite 
Renovations 8c additional inscriptions 
Prompt personal service 

ABINGDON (01235) 520617 
(01235) 528285 

www.abingdon-stone.co.uk 

161A OCK STREET, ABINGDON, OXON 




STAINED GLASS 
ANGELS 

Sun catchers to 
hang in windows. 

10 St John's Square, 
Glastonbury, Somerset 

01458 833759 



www.chaliceglass.co.uk 



Acorn Christian Foundation 



Acorn Christian Foundation offers services 
to church groups and individuals. 

The well-established Christian Listener courses 
range from a short introductory unit through to a 
twelve-session course, taught by trained tutors. 
There are 500 Acorn trained tutors throughout the 
country who teach listening skills to local church 
members. They in turn offer these resources in 
their church, home, workplace, local schools and 
wider community. We have identified priority 
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to sharing 
the healing 
presence of 
Christian Christ with 
foundation a jj through 

the ministry of listening, 
healing and re- 
conciliation. 

Conference Centre 
Whitehill Chase is 
Acorn's residential 
centre set in several 
acres of peaceful 
gardens and woodlands 
in Bonk'd. Hamr^bire 



In addition to the Acorn 
programme of retreats, 
courses, and 
conferences, it is an ideal 
location for Christian 
groups to use for their 
own events. Facilities 
include a modem chapel 
and bookshop, with 
residential acc- 
ommodation for up to 30 
people. 

For further details please 
contact the office. 

Tel: 01428 47*12! 



listening areas for Rural and Inner City deprived 
areas, a schools programme for youth, listening to 
Aids in Africa and for reconciliation in Northern 
Ireland. 

Listening to others improves the quality of 
relationships; learning to listen to ourselves helps 
us to grow in wholeness; and learning to listen to 
God helps us to deepen our spirituality. 

At the heart of Acorn s beliefs is the conviction 
that good listening provides an excellent 
foundation for healing and health care. 

At Whitehill Chase we hold weekly Healing 
Services for church leaders and others to learn 
how to get started and for personal prayer for 
healing. Quiet Days are held on the second Friday 
of the month (except August) and include three 
Devotional talks and a midday service with the 
opportunity for personal prayer and reflection. We 
also run bi- monthly 'Deeper Healing Days' that 
are days of prayer for inner healing concluding 
with a communion service. 

We also welcome Christian groups for their own 

day and overnight meetings 

Please rnrXirljrjnrj)|_yiiirfiMw ^ 
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Time to appreciate 



THERE seems to 
be a week to mark 
everything these 
days. I thought I 
had heard them 
all until I learnt 
that the week of 

November 24 t ^ 1 is 
designated ‘leaders’ appreci- 
ation’ week. My initial reac- 
tion was to scoff - after all, 
isn’t it a British trait that we 
only build up our leaders in 
order to tear them down 
again? But in the last few 
weeks I have been forced to 
think again about leaders, 
particularly in the Church. 

The days when a priest 
could count on a family 
home, several curates and 
the respect and gratitude of 
a congregation as part of the 
benefits of the job have long 
gone. Now we are in an era 
of ‘house for duty’, of 10 
parish benefices or more and 
a day off - if you’re lucky - 
a week. And not only have 
these material benefits gone 
but often the respect too. 

A letter has been doing 
the rounds of the Church 
press recently, from a dis- 
gruntled retired vicar com- 
plaining about the poor 
quality of sermons preached 
by many vicars today. Now 
he may be right. But my 
point is that vicars, along- 
side perhaps teachers and 




FROM THE 
EDITOR 



nurses, are all 
too easily taken 
for granted by 
the public, and 
have become too 
easy a target for 
complaints. 
Unlike teachers 
and nurses, they tend not to 
go on strike to get their 
grievances addressed. In the 
last few weeks, I have come 
across clergy who are work- 
ing more hours in the day 
than I thought humanely 
possible. Most of us are 
aware of their everyday 
challenges - hospital visits, 
school talks, funerals, wed- 
dings, and Sunday services. 
But few may be aware of the 
demands that having to be 
‘open all hours’ to anyone in 
need can mean. And hope- 
fully we would all be 
shocked at the stories many 
clergy could tell of the abuse 
and threats they have 
encountered - even in the 
most picturesque rural 
parishes of this Diocese. 

So when I saw that 
the website www. preach- 
ing. co.uk was urging us to 
celebrate the week by ‘giving 
your priest a present and 
telling them you love them’ I 
didn’t scoff or even smile but 
resolved to put the biggest 
box of Roses I can find on 
my shopping list that week. 



Creative diversity is key to Communion 

The Archbishop of Capetown, the Most Revd Njongonkulu Ndungane, calls for 
Anglicans across the world to hold together despite the row over homosexuality 



I HOPE that people should 
begin to understand in the 
first instance the ethos of 
being Anglican; they need to 
recognize that we are a fed- 
eration of autonomous 
provinces and that in each 
province we have processes 
and we should respect the 
integrity of these processes. 
We may not agree with the 
decision and it may make us 
uncomfortable, but we have 
processes in each area for 
decision-making and we 
have to respect them. 

We are not the Roman 
Catholic church with edicts 
coming from the Vatican. 
The Archbishop is first 
among equals, he occupies 
the seat of St Augustine and 
has elevated status because 
of that. If there are differ- 
ences of opinion in the 
Anglican Communion the 

What bishop or 
Church today doesn't 
benefit from interest 
on holdings or bank 
accounts? 

Archbishop of Canterbury 
has instruments, like the 
Primates meeting, like the 
Lambeth conference, to take 
differences and look at 
resolving them. 

The Anglican Communion 
thrives on creative diversity. 



Sexuality + Church = Debate 



Being human 

A Christian understanding of personhood illustrated 
with reference to power ; money, sex and time. 
A report by the Doctrine Commission of the Church of England 

£9.95 0 7151 3866 9 

We live in a world in which issues of power, money, sex and 
time press upon us from all sides. Being human challenges the 
reader to engage with the issues, listen to Scripture and make 
well-informed choices on how to live in the twenty-first century. 





Some issues in 
human sexuality: 



Some issues in 
human sexuality 

A guide to the debate. 

A working party of the House of Bishops 

£12.95 0 7151 3868 5 

A major new volume (368 pages) that will help the Church 
engage with the current debate on human sexuality in a way 
that is both theologically rigorous and pastorally sensitive. 
Focusing on the three topics of homosexuality, bisexuality 
and transsexualism, this guide provides a detailed analysis 
of key Scriptural passages. 



A Companion to Some issues 
in human sexuality 

Joanna Cox and Martin Davie 
£2.50 0 7151 3871 5 

This companion suggests processes that may help individuals 
and groups in their study and reflection on the material in 
Some issues in human sexuality. Ideal as a tool to unpack 

these complex issues. 



a Companion i© 
Some issues <» 
human sexuality 



ISSUES 

IN 

HUMAN 

SEXUALITY 




Issues in human sexuality 

House of Bishops 
£4.95 0 7151 3745 X 

This is the original official statement issued in 1991 by 
the House of Bishops on many aspects of sexual behaviour, 
including homosexuality. It was commended by the General 
Synod for wide discussion within the Church. 



Available from all good bookshops. 
www.chpublishing.co.uk 



we have always been able to 
live with one another in spite 
of difference. For example, 
look at the issue of the ordi- 
nation of women. In some of 
our provinces here in South 
Africa we have women as 
bishops yet in other areas 
they won’t even have women 
priests. Yet the Church of 
England is able to host a 
Lambeth conference where 
women bishops can come 
and address it. We have 
learnt to live with diversity 
and we need to continue to 
do just that. 

On human sexuality 
On the issue of human sexu- 
ality, people are overreact- 
ing. We have to go back to 
Lambeth ‘98. I chaired the 
section on it, and 60 Bishops 
spent months agonizing 
about this. They came from 
all sides, from conservative 
to evangelical, from Sydney 
to Newark if you will. They 
agonized and they prayed 
hard and there was great joy 
when they found one anoth- 
er. They said they did not 
want a resolution, that we 
needed to do further study. 
We need to go back to their 
report and do what it said... 
The primates of the Anglican 
community and the leader- 
ship of our church need to 
set an example of learning to 
live with differences by dia- 
logue and listening. We face 
our serious problems not by 
attacking each other, saying 
we are wrong but by listen- 
ing with our hearts, so we 
can really hear the other per- 
son and learn to respect the 
other person. 

On Evangelicals 

They have got it all wrong. 
The issue is all about the 
interpretation of Scripture. 
The great Anglican William 
Temple said it would have 
been wrong to have one 
interpretation of incarnation 
for all time. There is the pri- 
macy of Scripture, there is 
tradition and there is experi- 
ence. Look at the issue of 
divorce for instance, we 
accept it in instances where 
marriage has irretrievably 
broken down and we cele- 
brate with the divorcee when 
they find love again. Look at 
issues of usury and interest, 
a lot is said against interest 
in the Bible. But what bishop 
or church doesn’t benefit 
today from interest on hold- 




The Archbishop of Capetown, the Most Revd Njongonkulu 
Ndungane. Photo by Christian Aid 



ings or bank accounts? 

Why is there this obsession 
with homosexuality? We all 
know that Jesus Christ 
moved with outcasts. He 
taught us to love everyone. 
On a split in the Anglican 
Communion 

If we split now I know for 
sure we will only split fur- 
ther. The most positive thing 
we can do is learn to stick 
together. I am a family man - 
I have a son and daughter 
and a wife. We have rules in 
our home to help us get on 
with each other. If my son or 
daughter breaks the rules it 
doesn’t mean that I will 
chuck them out, instead we 
will sit around the fire and 
discuss our problems. So to 
say the Episcopal Church in 
the US has disobeyed 
Lambeth is not to understand 
what Lambeth was all about. 
We cannot say the US church 
acted uncanonically. I think 
those who are saying that 
have other agendas and 
motives. They are taking our 
eyes away from the life and 
death issues we should be 
concerned about. War and 
peace. Sharon’s new wall in 
Palestine. The issues of Aids 
in the developing world and 
poverty. And yet the only 
issue people are talking about 
is this one when the only 
thing that should matter is 
the priority of God’s mission, 
spreading the good news to 
the poor. Splitting will only 
lead to other problems - we 
need to stick together in 
order to have dialogue. Even 
if there is a split the issue will 



still be with us. It will be 
very regrettable if things go 
that way. We will be setting a 
very bad example. If we 
can’t agree on this, how can 
we expect the world out 
there, which is full of war, to 
learn to be full of peace? 
Evangelicals should think of 
the bigger picture. If we can’t 
hold together then we can’t 
expect to be heard in a world 
of conflict. 

I feel very much for the 
Bishop of Oxford. I count 
him as a personal friend. 
What happened in the dio- 
cese was what happens when 
a minority doesn’t get its 
way and goes running to the 
media to make a lot of noise. 
The decision in the US 
couldn’t have been made 
any more democratically. 
They are good and loving 
people in the US and we 
have to respect their deci- 
sion, even if we don’t agree 
with it. 

We must remember we are 
all under God. I think God 
cries out in pain when he 
sees what his children are 
doing to each other. I hope 
that he will move our hearts 
and minds so that we can 
meet together the challenge 
we face in the world today, 
as agents for him. We are the 
envy of many denominations 
for living with this creative 
diversity. We can demon- 
strate this by learning from 
one another and coming 
together in our difference 
and otherness. 

The Archbishop spoke to 
the Editor before the 
Primates’ Meeting 






November 

appointments 

THE Revd Martin Cawte, NSM in 

the Diocese of Southwark, to have 
permission to officiate in the 
Deanery of Newbury; the Revd 
Graham Hamborg, Vicar of 
Ruscombe & Twyford, also to be 
Area Dean of Sonning; the Revd 
Robert Langton, Asst. Curate, 
Maidenhead All Saints, Boyne Hill, 
to be Hospice Chaplain, Diocese of 
Chichester; the Revd Mark Rudall, 
Asst. Curate, Wallingford Team 
Ministry, to be Director of 
Communications, Diocese of 
Guildford; Capt. Gary Shirley 
Church Army Officer, WarfieW St 
Michael the Archangel, to be 
Associate Minister and Group 
Evangelist to the East Exeter 
Group, Diocese of Exeter. 






We hope to run a monthly 
question and answer box 
for readers queries. Here is 
the first question: 

Every year I mean to write 
to ask, please can someone 
let me know where the best 
Christmas Cribs can be 
found and where we can see 
them. The best we have ever 
seen is in Harrow on the 
Hill, but there must be good 
ones around this Diocese. 

Bridget Smith 

Windsor 




Please send your sugges- 
tions - and any further 
questions - to Questions 
and Answers, The Door, 
Diocesan Church House, 
North Hinksey Lane, 
Oxford OX2 ONB or email 
door@oxford.anglican.org. 
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Analysis 




My Lords and Bishops 



Letters 



to the editor 



Thank you, Christine!* Science, Creation and Evolution • Homosexuals 
in the family* Guild of St Raphael * the GM debate • Laws in the Torah 



MPS in the 
Commons 
were unable to 
find an agreed 
way forward 
for House of 
Lords reform. 

This means 

that, for the 
time being, the 
House of Lords 
will remain 

more or less as 
it is now, which 
is what some in 
the Government wanted all 
along. There will however 
be an attempt to get rid of 
the last hereditaries. The 
question of the Lords spiri- 
tual will be referred to a later 
date, first of all for consider- 
ation by an independent 
appointments commission. 

The Royal Commission 
on the Reform of the House 
of Lords, of which I was a 
member, proposed a reduc- 
tion in the number of 
Church of England bishops 
from 26 to 16. We suggest- 
ed that the ten places vacat- 
ed should be made up by 
leading members of other 
Christian denominations. 
They would be chosen with 
the help of the ecumenical 
instruments in Scotland, 
Wales, Northern Ireland and 
England, though an inde- 
pendent appointments com- 
mission would have the final 
say. In addition to this we 
recommended the appoint- 
ments commission headhunt 
for suitable members of 
other faiths. It would not be 
possible to have truly repre- 
sentative figures as, with the 
possible exception of the 
Jews for whom there is a 
Board of Deputies of British 
Jews, there is no institution 
or organisation which can 
represent the whole commu- 
nity. 

The Government’s 
response to the Royal 
Commission accepted tnat 



the number of 
bishops should 
be reduced to 16 
but was not 
enthusiastic 
about the other 
proposals. The 
Church of 
England, through 
Lambeth, has 
always pointed 
out that if num- 
bers were 
reduced to 16 
then the 
present system, whereby 
every diocesan bishop gets 
into the House of Lords at 
some point, usually after 
four to six years would have 
to change with only some 
bishops having a period 
there. This is because of the 
arithmetic connected with 
the age of retirement. If 
every bishop continued to sit 
and there were only 16 
places, the average length of 
time in the Lords would 
only be about three years 
ana they would not be able 
to make a serious contribu- 
tion in that time. However 
the Government’s accep- 
tance of 16 bishops was 
against the background of a 
much smaller house. The 
present proposal is that 
there should in due course 
be about 600 seats. The 
implication of this is that, 
for the time being the 
Government sees 26 seats as 
appropriate. 

I am sorry that the 
Government was not more 
sympathetic to the original 
proposals of the Royal 
Commission, as I would like 
to see a structured way of 
including membership of 
non-Anglicans and other 
faiths. However, I doubt 
whether this is going to 
come about now and that 
non- Anglicans and people of 
other faiths are more likely 
to be appointed on an ad 
personem basis. 




by the Bishop of 
Oxford 



Thank you, Christine! 
CHRISTINE Zwart’s 
account of her eventful life 
made stimulating and inspir- 
ing reading, she certainly 
had many challenges and 
met them all courageously, 
supported by her faith and 
trust in God. 

We owe her our thanks and 
appreciation of her 14 years 
in the Editor’s chair of The 
DOOR, throughout which 
she handled many different 
issues with tact, diplomacy 
and sensitivity without ever 
“rocking the boat”. 

Marcelle Williams 
Wokingham 



Science, Creation and 
Evolution 

THE two writers on 
Evolution vs. Biblical 
Creation will presumably 
have to modify their evolution- 
ary arguments somewhat for 
two recent statements of 
“Science” to be accommodated. 

First, how can millions of 
years of evolution produce 
one woman in Africa, some 
one hundred and sixty thou- 
sand years ago, who is shown 
to be the mother of us all? 

Secondly, since we are now 
informed that Neanderthal 
man either did not exist or is 
not a distant evolutionary 
ancestor of us all, surely the 
fragility of the various theo- 
ries of evolution is shown up 
in high relief! 

The many and varied theo- 
ries of evolution are for ever 
being modified; even good 
science, that which can be 
observed and repeated, 
changes but Holy Scripture 
stands firm from age to age. 
Why? Because it is God 
inspired and thus speaks to 
the spirit of man of all ages 
and times through history; to 
primitive man; to sophisticat- 
ed man (perhaps with a little 
more difficulty); to the simple 
and to the clever of all races. 

Holy Scripture is all of a 
piece - and it saves men and 
women to eternal life if it is 



accepted and believed. 

Science, good as it is, and I 
practised it for many years, 
saves no-one. I hate to think 
how many times in my 
career, when trying to evan- 
gelise, I was rebuffed with 
“science has proved the Bible 
is myth” and either ridiculed 
or found laughable. 

R.C. Turner 
Marlow 



IT is very worrying that as 
someone who claims to explain 
Christianity and science to the 
public, (The DOOR, Oct 03) 
Dr Allan Chapman is under the 
false impression that the 
Chreation/Evolution debate is 
long settled. I wish the public 
knew of the many and serious 
flaws in the evolution theory 
and the strength of th^ 
Creation/Flood model of ori- 
gins. If some Christians do not 
believe that Genesis is trust- 
worthy, then do they expect 
others to trust any of the Bible? 

The New Testament contains 
at least 200 references to 
Genesis, of which over 100 
refer to Genesis 1-11, and 25 
of which are by Jesus himself. 
Duncan Reeve 
Penn 



Homosexuals in the family 

IT is time someone explained 
that people do not choose to 
be homosexual. The fact of 
the matter is that they are 
born that way, and for most 
of them is a traumatic and 
painful discovery. Why 
should I be so certain? 
Because I have a brother, a 
son and a cousin who are 
homosexual, and in the dim 
and distant past there were 
two great-uncles - on each 
side of the family - who 
were also homosexual. Now 
that may sound like a lot of 
people - but there were some 
hundred or so members of the 
families in these generations 
who were not homosexual. 

Suffice to say, all are or 
have been loved and valued 
within the family, and have 



lived lives of service to the 
community. One is a much 
loved and respected doctor. 
Another serves the Church 
as a musician and music 
teacher; with a fine singing 
voice and a knowledge of 
the music of the Church 
from earliest times to the 
present day. 

No influence of any kind 
affected these three lads 
during their growing from 
boyhood to manhood - 
they lived in Christian fam- 
ilies where Jesus Christ and 
His Church were at the 
centre of everything. Sadly, 
for those for whom this is 
not the case, a life of mis- 
ery is almost inevitable, 
with the attitudes of those 
people who think they 
have chosen to be what 
they are. 

Mrs Mary Witton 
Pinkneys Green, Maidenhead 



Guild of St. Raphael 

ON Saturday 20 September 
I attended the annual festi- 
val of The Guild of St 
Raphael. This took place at 
St Mary’s Shrewsbury and 
was a most joyous celebra- 
tion of the Eucharist, 
including the laying on of 
hands and anointing for 
those who wished these. 

The Guild of St Raphael 
exists to promote the min- 
istry of healing, to encourage 
sound theology and a full 
sacramental understanding 
of the Church’s ministry, to 
work alongside the medical 
profession and to pray regu- 
larly for those known to 
members to be in need. 

During a recent, pro- 
longed and arduous time of 
ill-health my husband and I 
felt greatly loved and sup- 
ported by the prayers of the 
branch of the Guild at St 
Mary’s, North Leigh as well 
as by the wider membership 
of the Church. 

I am writing to commend 
the Guild of St Raphael to 
other parishes and to encour- 



age them to form a branch. 

Mrs Jean Walker 

North Leigh, Witney 



The GM Debate 

IT was unfortunate that edit- 
ing of the report in the 
September issue of The 
DOOR on the GM debate 
which took place in 
Dorchester Abbey missed 
out a crucial paragraph. 

Christopher Hall included 
the following: 

“Christopher Jones spoke 
from nearly 40 years’ experi- 
ence farming in Africa and 
Britain. Infinitely varied soil 
and climate posed chal- 
lenges, understood by local 
farmers, which could not be 
met by blanket techo-fixes: 
e.g. drought-resistant species 
were slow growing and low- 
yielding. Biodiversity must 
be preserved because mono- 
crop dependence was vulner- 
able to as yet unknown dis- 
ease. Peasant groups in the 
Two-Thirds World had suf- 
fered enough from agri-busi- 
nesses exploiting patented 
products. GM is locked up 
with power structures riding 
roughshod over political 
decisions - for instance, USA 
battling with the EU in the 
World Trade Organisation.” 
Canon John Crowe 
Dorchester 



Laws in the Torah 

IN response to Alan Page, 
The DOOR, October, I 
would draw his attention to 
the codification of the 613 
commandments of the Torah 
by Maimonides, in which 
there are only three com- 
mandments relating to loans 
on interest, but 25 relating to 
forbidden sexual relations. It 
is worthy of note that 
Christians (and Moslems) 
have historically not paid 
interest by either killing or 
exiling the money lenders 
who were invariably Jewish! 
Philip Moran 
Windsor 



Wedding Stationery 

www.wedcHng-statlonery.com 

Visit our website or 
contact us for detaifs> 
and free sarnies 
Illustrated 
Stationery 
Tel : 029 2081 02 4- 
Fax: 029 208^336^ 

dorothy@wedding^tationefycorn 




Christian and Unattached? 
Join The Network 

A national association catering for the needs of those who are divorced, 
widowed or single. 

Weekends and Holidays, Social events 
Personal Introductions 

Contact David or Gill. PO Box 20 (CP). Braunton, Devon. EX33 2YX (0 1 27 1 ) 8 1 7093 
www.singleandchristian.co.uk 



ORGANIST 

Committed Christian and MA, FRCO 
is available to deputise in Oxfordshire, 
at short notice, including weddings and 
funerals. Wide experience : reasonable fee 

Tel: Woodstock (01993) 813933 



#<8*8 




ACORN CHRISTIAN 
FOUNDATION 

Regional Day Conference 



FmMATiSM 



BUILDING BRIDGES IN THE CHURCH AND COMMUNITY 

Saturday 6th March 2004 

at High Street Methodist Church, Witney, Oxon 
Further details/booking form: 

ACF, Whitehill Chase, High Street, Bordon, 
Hants GU35 0AP. Tel: 01420 478121 
Email: info@acornchristian.org 
Reg. Charity No. 1080011 



KARIBU BLINDS 



VERTICAL - ROLLER - 
VENETIAN BLINDS 

• QUALITY BLINDS AT 
COMPETITIVE PRICES 

• SELECT AT HOME 

• FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTATION 



TEL: (019931 701128 



Are you a single, 
widowed or unattached 
Christian seeking 
friends, companion or 
future partner? 
Connect Two can help. 

Tel: 01604 643663 

E-mail: 

eoniecttwg2800@HotHail.CBni 



SENDING 

GOODS 

OVERSEAS 

Including personal effects, 
books and full container 
loads. Enquire about our 
special rates for churches, 
charities and students. 

Freight Services 
International Ltd. 

Telephone: 01332 347478 

(24 hr answerphone) 

or email us at 

fsiltd@aol.com 



ST JAMES’ CHURCH 

SOMERTON 

Ancient & Modern 
Hymn Books Required 

50 - 100 copies 

Please call: 

01869 345392 





g 



COMPANION CARE 
(WITNEY) LTD 

Enabling Independence 



Support Workers 

Required for varied client group. 
Full/part time and weekend work available. 
Full training will be provided. 

Please call Companion Care (Witney) Ltd 

01993 778413 



Are you running an 

ALPHA COURSE? 

Why not use 

the Door 

to reach people within the Diocese. 

It may not be as expensive 
as you think! 

Call Sarah Cale on: 

01527 89 2945 





National 
Fruit Specialists 

Over 300 apple varieties 
on M26 8ft, and (many on M27 4ft) 
Patio Trees, Upright Cordons, 
Family Trees of Cherry, 
Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach 
and so much more! 

Lots of m/Special Offers 

FREE SPECIALIST CATALOGUE AVAILABLE 

DEACONS NURSERY (CP) 

Godshill, Isle of Wight P038 3HW 
01983 840750 (24 hrs) 

Tel. 01983 522243 Fax. 01983 523575 

Email: deacons.nursery® 
btopenworld 



/MksiiftO®® 

please ring Sue WMams on: 

Fax: 01527 892152 

(-mi; 



Sheltered Housing at 
West Court Banbury 




West Court is a friendly, modem development of one 
bedroom flats adapted to meet the practical needs of older ^ 
men and women and within walking distance from a variety 
of amenities. Each flat is centrally heated with a lounge, kitchen, 
bathroom and bedroom and is suitable for a single person. 

The scheme is run by Methodist Homes Housing Association, and a Manager 
provides general support throughout the week and there is an offsite emergency call system 
outside of these times. West Court is not just for Methodists however, applications are welcomed from any 
older person in the community (from the age of 55 years upward), and who feel that living in a secure 
environment will meet their future needs. 

Facilities include a large communal lounge and a laundry room and there is a guest room available for 
visitors at a reasonable charge. 

For more ytfprmatioji ple^se^e'qnt^ct. th£ ^cherrje pianagei opf 01295 258859 t /W , 

45 West Street Banbury Oxon 0 X 16 3 RA J^^SSHoUSiTT 



Company Limited by Guarantee - 40431 24 Registered as a'CHarlty - No 1 1083995 ASSOCIS 

Methodist Hofhes fbr tbt* Atjefl pbrf of MHA Chrtf (ftotlp' ' * * * ' * ‘ 
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Bishop Richard writes 




Why Jeffrey was the 
right man for Reading 



The controversy over the proposed appointment of Jeffrey John 
dominated the headlines for months. The Bishop of Oxford was by 
turns vilified and praised for his role in the affair. Now, in an exclU' 
sive article for The DOOR, he explains his reasons for the appoint- 
ment - and his reaction to the storm it provoked. 



have to report a huge surge 
of support for Jeffrey’s 
appointment. The Area 
Deans of the Episcopal area 
of Reading, eight out of 
ten of whom supported the 
appointment, were particu- 
larly encouraging, as were 
hardly less of the lay chairs 
of that Episcopal area. 
Indeed, the Area Deans of 



ground, for example letters 
of support from the Lord 
Lieutenants of Berkshire and 
Reading. I received some 
3000 letters of which some 
2000 or more were in favour. 

I realised of course there 
would be opposition from 
some people to Jeffrey’s 
appointment but I believed 
that, as he had won the 



I MUCH regret that my nom- 
ination of Jeffrey John for 
the Bishopric of Reading 
put the Archbishop of 
Canterbury in a difficult 
position. The timing could 
not have been worse because 
people found it very difficult 
to separate what was hap- 
pening in New Westminster 
and New Hampshire from 
Jeffrey John’s position, 
which was very different. 

The nomination followed 
the standard procedures. I 
appointed an advisory 

Y* Y* group, which consisted of 

VAVAV . of 

«»«*#•##••♦* of Oergw two archdeacons 



and Philip Giddings. The 
group offered valuable 
advice but the decision was 
mine. In nominating Jeffrey 
John I was impressed, not 
just by tributes to his min- 
istry at Magdalen College, 
Oxford, in his parish in 
South London and in his 
present job in the Diocese 
of Southwark, but by trib- 
utes to the integrity of his 
lifestyle. In particular I 
was impressed by the fact 
that in Southwark he had 
won the respect and trust of 
evangelicals. I did not take 
this to mean that they would 
necessarily support his 
candidature for a bishopric. 



Nevertheless I did receive 
the following letter after 
the appointment had 
been announced: 

‘I am incumbent of an 
evangelical parish in South 
London... At a time, when 
you are no doubt coming 
under great pressure to 
change your mind about the 
appointment of Jeffrey as 
Bishop of Reading, I am 
writing on behalf of our PCC 
to encourage you to stand 
firm in your decision. As 
an evangelical I would be 
delighted to have him as a 
bishop not only for his 
deep commitment to the 
scriptures but*i©c his inclu- 



sive and pastoral approach 
to people.’ 

Following standard proce- 
dure I checked with the 
Archbishop of Canterbury 
that he was happy for him to 
go on the shortlist in the first 
place and then, when Jeffrey 
emerged as the front runner, 
that he was willing to conse- 
crate him> 



'What I had not anticipated was the 
hostile reaction to his nomination in 
the Anglican Communion. Again, 
unfortunately, the opponents confused 
Jeffrey's position with what was 
happening across the Atlantic' 



Winning trust 

As we know, there was 
strong and principled oppo- 
sition from some of our most 
flourishing parishes in the 
diocese, opposition which I 
took and continue to take 
seriously. Nevertheless l do 



the Reading area raised a 
collection of something like a 
£1000 and the Reading MPs, 
I understand, either have or 
are giving a dinner for him in 
the House of Commons. 
Much of this support came 
from what would normally 
f>e -teamed the middle 



respect and trust of conserv- 
ative evangelicals in the 
diocese of Southwark, so 
within two years or so he 
would have done the same in 
this diocese. 

Outspoken opponents 

What I had not anticipated 



# t 
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was the hostile reaction 
to his nomination in the 
Anglican Communion. 
Again, unfortunately, the 
opponents confused Jeffrey’s 
position with what was hap- 
pening across the Atlantic 
and, despite e-mails from 
me, the critics did not con- 
sult me before going public. 

There was also a public 
letter opposing the appoint- 
ment from nine bishops from 
the Church of England. In 
the view of many other bish- 
ops this was a grave breach 
of collegiality. Instead of 
working through the press 
they should have petitioned 
the Archbishop for delay 
over the appointment and 
such delay may very well 
have turned out to be a wise 
course of action. 

Although I was keen to 
defend Jeffrey’s nomination 
in the face of what I believed 
to be mistaken opposition, 
my own position has never 
been that of a campaigner on 
the issue itself. One of the 
main reasons for this is that 
for the last decade or more I 
have chaired the House of 
Bishops working party on 
human sexuality and it 
would have been inappropri- 
ate to express any personal 
views I might have in public. 
Instead I have concentrated 
on an Episcopal role, namely 
helping Christian people see 
that there is a real dilemma 
here with which we have to 
grapple through proper use 
of scripture. 

Unequivocal vows 

I would not have dreamt of 
putting forward Jeffrey’s 
name without being sure 
that he publicly adhered to 
the present teaching and 
practice of the Church of 
England. He did this in a 
quite unequivocal way. In 
his public statement, for 
example, he said he would 
abide by Issues in Human 
Sexuality which: ‘Means 
that I will not act as a mav- 
erick against the church’s 
teaching and discipline as 
that document sets it out... I 
will not use the Episcopal 
role as a ‘Platform’ for pub- 
licly promoting my views 
about homosexual relation- 
ships. I am not driven by a 
‘Liberal agenda’, and this 
subject will be far from my 
main concern as a bishop.’ 

Jeffrey has publicly said 
that he has been celibate for 
‘a considerable time’. Critics 
called on him to publicly 
repent of the sexual dimen- 
sion to his relationship in 
earlier years. But it is not 
the practice of the Church 
of England to call for public 
repentance. Jeffrey has 
always brought that relation- 
ship to his confessor and 
what other bishop has been 
asked to publicly repent of 
anything before being 
nominated? There are other 
Bishops, some Diocesan, 
who hold the same views 
as Jeffrey. The arguments 
against his appointment do 
not stand up to Christian or 
rational scrutiny. 

Issue of principle 

Jeffrey had a real heart for 
mission, a very good track 
record in this respect, and a 
particular sense of vocation 
to help small, struggling con- 
gregations in the Catholic 
tradition. He did an excel- 
lent presentation before the 
Advisory Group. In my view 




Clearly there is substantive 
work still to do on the issue 
of gay and lesbian people in 
the life of the Church. To 
help this the House of 
Bishops are publishing a 
Guide to the Debate on 
November 3rd. This does 
not change the policy of the 
House of Bishops but it does 
set out the arguments against 
and for the present disci- 
pline. The intention is that 
everyone will be able to 
recognise their own position 
in the guide, fairly and per- 
suasively set out. 

My future 

I have not rushed into mak- 
ing any decision about the 
future, partly because I did 
not know what my own 
position would be. My first 
reaction was to resign in 
protest against the injustice 
that has been done. But 
people have encouraged me 
to stay on and my main 
consideration has been the 
Episcopal Area of Reading. 
If we waited until a new 
Bishop of Oxford was in a 
position to appoint a new 
Bishop of Reading there 
would be a gap of at least 18 
months and I am not sure 
that the Archdeacon of 
Berkshire could forgive me 
for that! So I am now work- 
ing with the Senior Staff, 
whom I have asked to be my 
advisory group on this occa- 
sion, to find an appropriate 
person. My consultation in 
the Reading Episcopal Area 
has made it quite clear that 
the first priority must be to 
find someone with the kind 
of gifts I had identified in 
Jeffrey, someone with a real 
heart for mission, who can 
encourage struggling congre- 
gations. This process must 
be allowed the necessary 
time for discernment, partic- 
ularly in the light of all that 
has gone before. In due 
course, and hopefully with- 
out undue delay, I will seek 
approval for a new nomina- 
tion and make an announce- 
ment. It will be hugely 
important that all of us with- 
in and outside the diocese 
can welcome and support 
whoever finally emerges 
from the process of discern- 
ment, so that the diocese can 
move forward under God in 
the task of mission that lies 
before us. 



Media frenzy outside Church House this summer after Jeffrey 
John's appointment was announced. 

Photo by Frank Blackwell 



he had just the kind of gifts 
we are looking for in an 
Episcopal leader in the 
Reading Area. It seemed to 
me quite wrong to discrimi- 
nate against him just because 
he is gay if he was willing to 
subscribe to the present 
practice and teaching of the 
Church of England, which 
he was. So, despite the divi- 
sion his appointment caused, 
this was and remains a pro- 
found issue of principle for 
me. In any secular job 
anyone who discriminated 
against someone on the 
grounds that Jeffrey was 



Area of Reading and going 
round to clergy chapters in 
that Episcopal Area, howev- 
er, has brought home to me 
how constructively people 
are working 

at maintaining relationships 
and moving on. One of the 
good features about this 
whole passionate difference 
of view has been that it has 
not degenerated into person- 
al animosity. Good relation- 
ships have been maintained 
throughout, both between 
myself and my critics and in 
the fierce disagreements that 
have occurred in deaneries. 



'In any secular job anyone who 
discriminated against someone 
on the grounds that Jeffrey was 
opposed, would have been in 
found in breach of the Human 
Rights Act' 



opposed, would have been 
in found in breach of the 
Human Rights Act. 



Moving On 

Jeffrey’s nomination 
aroused distress 
and anger in some 
quarters. His 
withdrawal has 
certainly aroused 
a very great deal 
of distress and 



questioning 
about the kind 
of church the 
Church of 
England now 
is. Speaking 
with the Area 
Deans of the 
Episcopal 



Break-up over gay issue 
would be ‘heart-breaking’ 



WOULD it matter if the 
Anglican Communion fell 
apart? Well, as with all 
things Anglican, the answer 
is both Yes and No. At one 
level, it doesn’t exist anyway 
- the Archbishop of 
Canterbury is not the Pope, 
and his primacy among the 
38 Churches that make up 
the Communion is simply a 
‘primacy of honour’. The 
Anglican Consultative 
Council (of which Bishop 
Richard is a member) is not 
the equivalent of the 
Roman curia. 

But at another level, our 
links with the rest of the 
Anglican family are of vital 
importance to all of us. We 
have grown through the 
colonialism that charac- 
terised our relationships 
until a generation ago, into 
a mature relationship of 
equals - with more practic- 
ing Anglicans in Nigeria 
now than in the United 
Kingdom. Over the last two 
decades, very many parishes 
have developed important 
links with parishes in the 
Third World. These links 
have been two-way; our 
own understanding of our 



will consecrate a divorced, 
openly homosexual man has 
resulted in threats against 
his own life. These are not 
simple issues. 

In many ways, the publi- 
cation of the Report by 
Bishop Richard’s working 
party on human sexuality 
could not be more timely. It 
is intended to promote 
wider understanding of the 
issues that are causing such 
widespread disagreement, 
and although it is primarily 
aimed at the ‘home market’, 
I very much hope that it will 
be used widely in other 
parts of the world as the 
foundation for ongoing 
research and reflection. 

The Primates were at 
pains to reaffirm the 
Lambeth Conference resolu- 
tion to listen to the experi- 
ence of homosexual people, 
and assure them that they 
are loved by God. And as 
they faced up to their differ- 
ences with agonising hon- 
esty, they urged their 
Provinces not to act precipi- 
tately, but to await the 
advice of a Commission 
which will be charged with 
examining the theological, 
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The Archbishop of Canterbury at the meeting of Primates at 
Lambeth Palace. 

Photo by Jim Rosenthal/Anglican World. 



faith has been developed 
through our fellowship in 
Christ with Anglicans in all 
parts of the world. 

More than any other dio- 
cese in the Anglican 
Communion, we in Oxford 
can appreciate the issues 
that the Primates wrestled 
with on 15 and 16 October. 
As in our own case, the 
wrestling was frank and 
painfully honest. But where- 
as our own discussions took 
place against the back- 
ground of a more or less tol- 
erant single national cul- 
ture, the Primates were 
working against a much 
wider background repre- 
senting the entire spectrum 
of cultural and social condi- 
tions to be found in more 
than 120 countries around 
the world. 

For many of our fellow- 
Anglicans in North 
America, refusal to conse- 
crate Canon Robinson 
would be bewilderingly 
intolerant; for many of our 
fellow-Anglicans in ‘the 
Global South’, to consecrate 
him would be bewilderingly 
perverse. I have been asked 
by more than one person 
how I can bear to be part of 
a Church which appears to 
many to be homophobic; 
whereas one Primate from a 
fundamentalist Moslem 
country described how asso- 
ciation with a Church that 



legal and constitutional 
implications of any break- 
down of communion. 

I hope that the 
Commission will be able to 
reassure parishes and dioce- 
ses that their links can con- 
tinue, not as ‘ecumenical 
dialogue’ between estranged 
Churches, but as members 
of the same Christian fami- 
ly, recognizing the same 
orders of ministry and con- 
tinuing to share sacramental 
fellowship with each other. 
For many of us, the 
alternative would be 
heart-breaking. 

Pray for the Primates, as 
their Provinces each make 
their own decision about 
communion with one 
another in the weeks and 
months ahead. Pray for the 
Commission, as it works 
out the implications of the 
Primates’ recommendations. 
Pray for the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, as an increasing 
burden falls on him, as the 
fulcrum of a divided 
Communion. Above all, 
pray for our Churches’ wit- 
ness to a broken and divid- 
ed world, which is entitled 
to look to Christ and his 
Church for “the healing of 
the nations”. 

Canon John Rees is the 
Registrar of the Diocese, and 
Honorary Legal Adviser to the 
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Courses 

Caring & Counselling 
15 November Many Gifts &c 
the Same Spirit: reflections on 
cognitive & psychodynamic 
counselling in the spiritual con- 
text. Federation of Christian 
Caring & Counselling 
Diocesan Church House 
9.30am - 2.45pm. £15 FOCUS 
members; £20 non-members. 
Catherine Lemmon , tel. 0186S 
208214; bookings (by 10 Nov) 
Doris Swinbank, 35a P inkeys 
Rd, Maidenhead SL6 5DX. 

Faith in the Media 
15 November Speaker: 
Clifford Longley; workshops, 
Celtic worship Church of the 
Holy Family, Blackbird Leys, 
Oxford, 10am - 4pm. £5; bring 
lunch. 

Bookings : Churches Together in 
Oxfordshire , St Columba’s 
Church , Alfred St, Oxford 0X1 
4EH, tel. 01865 554358. 

Amersham 

6 November Millennium 
Lecture The Universe: Room 
for God? Russell Stannard 
St Michael’s Church 8pm. £9. 
29 November Dying, Death 
&c Life Philip Roderick 
St Michael’s Church 10am - 
4pm. £30; bring & share lunch. 
Details 01494 726680. 

Voice Production 
6 December Ruth Lamdin 
Diocesan Church House, 10am 
- 4pm. £15; bring lunch. 
Details: Juliet Ralph, Diocesan 
Church House, tel. 01865 
208282. 



Prayer Diary 

edited by Pam Gordon 

How very good and pleasant it is 
when kindred live together in unity. ’ 
Psalm 133:1 

We pray to God our Father for: 

Saturday 1st ALL SAINTS’ 

DAY. We pray for the diocesan ini- 
tiatives for prayer to be celebrated 
and shared today; for Bishops 
Richard, Colin and Alan. Your 
Kingdom come. 

FOURTH SUNDAY BEFORE 
ADVENT (TRINITY 20) 

Sunday 2nd We pray with thanks 
for those innumerable and varied 
provisions for prayer that support 
and resource us: this diocesan 
prayer diary, the Anglican cycle of 
prayer, religious communities, the 
Quiet Garden movement, places of 
reflection and retreat, the daily 
offices, SPI-DIR, parish develop- 
ment advisers. 

Monday 3rd ALL SOULS’ DAY 

We pray for all who care for the 
dying and bereaved; who enable 
others to live with, rather than die 
from, disease; who respond to the 
needs of relatives and friends after 
sudden death. We remember pas- 
toral teams in the parishes with 
their ministry of sensitivity and care 
for those who mourn. 

TUesday 4th Bracknell Deanery. 
That parishes may discern when 
they should work together; that 
their ministry training project may 
develop and use the gifts that God 
has given. For Sunninghill parish 
beginning an interregnum and for 
the right appointment of a new 
incumbent. For Warfield parish as it 
seeks an associate vicar. Area 
Dean-Sebastian Jones; Synod Lay 
chairman-Maureen Beadsley; 
Industrial Chaplain-Nick Parish; 



deanery ecumenical representa- 
tive-Catherine Blundell. 
Wednesday 5th Bracknell Team 
Ministry: clergy-David Osborn, 
Catherine Blundell, Jeremy Harris, 
Ian James, Margaret Clarke; 
licensed lay minister-Sandy Dutton; 
youth worker-Alison AngeH. 
Thursday Oth Ascot Heath All 
Saints: clergy-Anthony Plury, Lynn 
Trainor, Gill Wiggins; licensed lay 
ministers- Alison Cooper, Melvyn 
Fancy. Binfield All Saints & St 
Mark: clergy- Bill Meyer; licensed 
lay minister- Muriel Wilkins. 
Friday 7th Easthampstead St 
Michael & St Mary Magdalene: 
clergy-Guy Cole, Andrew 
Marshall, Beatrice Pearson. South 
Ascot All Souls: clergy-Sebastian 
Jones, Susan Jones; licensed lay 
ministers-Mary Nichols, Paul 
Knight. 

Saturday 8th Sunningdale Holy 
Trinity: clergy-David Uffindell, 
Stuart Gay, Anthea Griggs. 
Sunninghill St Michael: clergy- Tim 
Gunter; licensed lay ministers 
-Carol Neilson, Raymond 
Whitney. 

THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE 
ADVENT (TRINITY 21) 
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 

Sunday 9th As we stand in 
respect for those whose lives were 
taken in war, may we hear God’s 
call to live as peacemakers under his 
sovereignty. Military chaplains 
( Army )-J onathan Ball, B. Elliott, S. 
Thatcher, R. Mitchell; (RAF)- 
chaplains at High Wycombe, 
Aylesbury, Wallingford and Brize 
Norton. 

Monday 10th Warfield St Michael 
the Archangel: clergy -Brian 

Meardon, Brian Weaver; youth 
workers-Mark Meardon, Trevor 
Meardon; Church Army- Gary 
Shirley; lay pastor-F. Slack; licensed 
lay ministers-Dave Cappleman, 
Chris Hill, Michael Summers, 



Michael Hayward. 

Tuesday 11th Winkfield w. 
Cranboume: clergy-Richard Neill; 
licensed lay ministers- Mary 
Knight, Stuart Ager, Mike Thomas. 
Wadneaday 1 2th Bicester & Islip 
Deanery. For a speedy resolution to 
pastoral re-organization issues and 
formation of a new benefice. For 
new initiatives at Heyford Park 
Chapel and Emmanuel Church 
Bicester; the courage to think more 
radically about the future shape of 
the deanery. Area dean-Philip Ball; 
synod lay chairman-Martyn 
Simmons: deanery ecumenical rep- 
resentative-K. Stoddard. 

Thursday 13th Bicester Area 
Team Ministry: clergy-Philip Ball, 
David Bouskill, Margaret Mullins, 
Christopher Boyce, Robert Atkins; 
licensed lay ministers-R. Marshall, 
Colin Shaw. 

Friday 14th Akeman: clergy- 
Derek Walker, Alan Garrow; 
licensed lay ministers-Elizabeth 
Taylor; Michael Nunn, Grant Lee. 
Saturday 15th Ray Valley: cler- * 
gy-Mary Carney, Simon Lockett, 
Paul Bond; licensed lay minister- 
Glenys Edwards. The Heyfords w. 
Rousham and Somerton: church 
wardens during the vacancy; 
Church Army-Ian Biscoe. 

SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE 
ADVENT (TRINITY 22) 

Sunday 18th Those resident in 
the diocese who are politicians, 
those who work in European, 
national and local government, 
members of the House of Lords. 
Monday 1 7th Fritwell w. 
Souldem and Ardley w. Fewcott: 
clergy-Paul Hunt. 

Tuesday 18th Shelswell: clergy- 
Ricky Yates, Stephen Bushell, 
Michael White; licensed lay minis- 
ters- Alan Jones, Penny Wood. 
Wednesday 19th Amersham 
Deanery. Give thanks for strong 
interest in open synod meetings on 



major issues. Pray for Hilary 
Sheppard (lay chair) as she leads the 
discussions on parish share; for 
another invitation dinner and 
speaker organized for November by 
Fane Conant, deanery Minister for 
Evangelism; give thanks and pray 
for our synod secretary Clare Rose 
and her successor Pam Crawford. 
Area dean-Roger Salisbury; dean- 
ery ecumenical representative-Tim 
Harper 

Thursday 20th Amersham St 
Mary w. Coleshill: clergy-Tim 
Harper, Liz Norman, Derrick Carr; 
licensed lay minister-Brian Oxley; 
youth worker-Marianne Holt. 
Amersham-on-the-Hill St Michael 
& All Angels: clergy- Philip 
Roderick, Jo Gallant, Margaret 
Hall, Peter Binns; youth / children’s 
worker-Nick Gallant. 

Friday 21st Beaconsfield Team 
Ministry: clergy-John Wynbume, 
Robin Grayson: youth / children’s 
worker-Rob Hayden; Church 
Army-B. Newman. Beaconsfield St 
Mary and All Saints: clergy- John 
Wynbume, Alison Caw. 
Beaconsfield St Michael & All 
Angels: clergy-Robert Spicer; 

licensed lay minister-Hazel Chow. 
Saturday 22nd Holtspur St 
Thomas: clergy-Richard Caddefi. 
Chalfont St Giles: clergy-Tim 
Stacey, Angela Thompson, M. 
Bleakley. 

CHRIST THE KING (SUNDAY 
NEXT BEFORE ADVENT) 
Sunday 23vd Prisoners’ Week. 
Officers, staff, volunteers and pris- 
oners at Aylesbury HMYOI, 
Bullingdon Prison, Huntercombe 
HMYOI, Reading HMYOI & RC, 
Springhill Grendon Underwood 
Prison, Woodhill Prison. The Prison 
Service Chaplaincy especially Jo 
Williams, Philip Derbyshire, Tim 
Edge, Ian Thackei; David Litde, 
and those who minister during the 
vacancies. Prison Fellowship and its 



ministry to prisoners, their families 
and ex-prisoners: area coordinator 
-Philip Clayton. Those who sup- 
port the victims of crime. 

Monday 24th Chenies & Litde 
Chalfont, Latimer & Flaunden: 
clergy-David Allsop, Jeffery Whale: 
licensed lay ministers-Pat Ansell: 
youth/children’s worker-R Ansell. 
Tuesday 25th Chalfont St Peter: 
clergy-James Greasley, Mark 
Ewbank, Leonard Warrinec, Wendy 
Graham. 

Wednesday 26th Denham St 
Mary the Virgin: clergy-Adrian 
Hirst, Cathy Smith; licensed lay 
minister-Joyce Tearall. Chesham 
Bois St Leonard: clergy-Gary 
Rowlandson, Derek Butler, 
Christopher Clare; licensed lay min- 
isters-David Talks, Ron Wilcox, 
Sue Dogget; youth worker-Matt 
Levett: lay pastor-G. Noyes. 
Thursday 27th Gerrards Cross St 
James with Fulmer St James: cler- 
gy-Paul Williams, Nat Schluter, 
Martin Williams, Meyrick Bee bee, 
Jim King; licensed lay 
ministers-John Hedley, Jim 
Armstrong, Tony Jefferis; youth 
workers-Nick Weldon, Edda 
Lindner. 

Friday 28th Great Chesham Team 
Ministry: clergy-Roger Salisbury, 
Rebecca Harris, John Shepherd, 
Phil Chadder; licensed lay minis- 
ters-Beryl Peam, Don Sanderson, 
Jean Corfield, Averil Stephenson: 
lay workers-R. Anderson, Becky 
Rowley, Hilary Unwin. 

Saturday 29th Seer Green & 
Jordans, Holy Trinity: clergy- Fane 
Conant. Penn Holy Trinity: cler- 
gy-Michael Bisset; licensed lay min- 
ister- BethWili. Penn Street Holy 
Trinity: clergy-Matthew Boyes. 

ADVENT SUNDAY 
Sunday 30th For all Advent study 
groups, quiet days, and opportuni- 
ties to wait upon the Lord. 



FRIENDS OF 

BETHLEHEM UNIVERSITY 



Bethlehem University was established 
in 1973 at the request of Pope Paul VI, 
with the aim of offering higher 
education to Palestinians of all faiths. 
The University is managed by the De la 
Salle Christian Brothers who have ben 
teaching spiritual values as well as 
practical skills to the youth of Palestine 
for over 100 years. 

The University, the only Catholic one in 
the Holy Land, has flourished since its 
inception and is considered one of the 
leading centres of higher education in 
the region. 

A major goal of the University is to 
encourage students to remain in 
Palestine and serve the community 
after they have graduated. The courses 
offered provide them with invaluable 
skills which enable them to do so. 



APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP OF 

FOBTT 

TITLE (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Rev) 

(please delete as appropriate) 

SURNAME 

(Block Capitals) 

FIRST NAMES 

(Block Capitals) 

ADDRESS 

(Block Capitals) 



POSTCODE 

□ Please send me more details 

□ I enclose my membership subscription 
£15.00 (or £50 for 5 years) 

□ I enclose a donation, which I agree can be 

Gift Aided, of £ 

FRIENDS OF BETHLEHEM UNIVERSITY 
ALL SAINTS PASTORAL CENTRE 

London Colney, St. Albans, Herts AL2 1AF 
Ttel: (01727) 822010 Fax: (01727) 822880 
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The Doorpost has moved from 
the centre pages this month 
due to coverage of the impor- 
tant statement by the Bishop 
of Oxford. As many submis- 
sions as possible have been 
included on these pages but 
for the full list, please see our 
website www.oxford.angli- 
can.org 



NOVEMBER 

Sat 1 CHILTON Prayer Journey 
for All Saints’ Day: pray in quiet 
in All Saints’ Church any time 
9am-4pm; Holy Communion 
5pm. 

Sat 1 HOOK NORTON Annual 
Craft Fail; St Peter’s Church 10am- 
4.30pm. High-quality crafts, 
demonstrations, Christmas gifts. 
01608 737900. 

Sat 1 COOKHAM DEAN 

Autumn Fayre lOam-lpm 
Village Hall. Proceeds to 
Douglas House Hospice, 
Oxford, CASH and CORD 
(charity working in Africa). 

Sat 1 CHIPPING NORTON 
Churches Together in Chipping 
Norton: ‘Saints’ Praise’, service of 
worship in celebration for the 
churches working together over the 
past 40 years. 7.30 pm Town Hall. 
Sun 2 OXFORD St Giles’ 
Church Bring & Sing Faure 
Requiem. Rehearsal 3.30pm; 
performance/service 6.30pm. 
Admission £5 on door. 01865 
310686. 

Sun 2 NORTH LEIGH 

‘Remembered with Love’, St 
Mary’s Church 4pm: families 
and friends give thanks for spe- 
cial people who have died. 

Sun 2 WOOLHAMPTON near 
Reading Rehearsal for Sing for 



the Homeless: Bach’s Magnficat 
and Faure’s Requiem Douai 
Abbey 2.30pm. Performance 15 
Nov. ( see below). 01635 862290 
or 200416. 

Sun 2 AMERSHAM-ON-THE- 
HILL Service of thanksgiving and 
prayer for loved ones who have 
died and those who remember 
them, 4pm St Michael’s Church. 
01494 729172. 

Sat 8 BANBURY Organ recital 
(Kevin Bowyer) St Mary’s Church. 
7.30pm. Tickets £6 Tourist 
Information Office 01295 259855. 

Sat 8 WOODCOTE St Leonard’s 
Fair: annual sale with wide variety 
of stalls, Village Hall 2.15pm. 

Sat 8 OXFORD Praying with 
our Bodies: Dance into Worship 
workshop 10am-5pm Parish Hall, 
Iffley. £10. Judi Tarrant, Dance 
into Worship, 106 Old Rd, 
Headington OX3 8SX. 

Tue 11, Wed 12 BANBURY 
Children singing for children: 17 
local primary schools raising money 
for children’s charities, St Mary’s 
Church 7.15pm. Tickets (in 
advance only) £4 01295 270371. 
Thu 13 SUTTON COURTENAY 
Talk: ‘Earthing Christianity - the 
Necessity for Individual Experience’: 
(Diana Grace-Jones). The Abbey 
7.30pm. 01235 847401. 

Thu 13 - Sat 15 MILTON 
KEYNES Sale of fair trade craft 
products, Stantonbury Campus 
Gallery, Stantonbury: Thu 

10.30am-5pm, 7-9pm; Fri 10am - 
5pm; Sat 9am-4pm, 7-9pm. 

Fri 14 - Sun 16 OXFORD The 
Christian World View: Maranatha res- 
idential event, Carmelite Priory, Boars 
Hill. 0161 748 4858, email 

office@maranathacommunity. 
freeserve.co.uk. 



Sat 15 BRACKNELL Bringing 
Home the Prodigals: inspira- 

tional evening of praise, hope, 
prayer, from Care for the Family, 
with Rob Parsons, 7.30- 10pm, 
Sports & Leisure Centre, 
Bagshot Rd. Tickets £5 Care for 
the Family, PO Box 488, Cardiff 
CF15 7YY, www.prodigals. 
org.uk, tel. 029 2081 0800. 

Sat 15 WATLINGTON Treasures 
of St Leonard’s 6pm: launch event 
for Friends of St Leonard’s (his- 
toric church records, vestments & 
frontals, talk on stained glass, 
organ recital). 01491 613497. 

Sat 15 BLOXHAM Annual 
Craft Fair St Mary’s Church 
10.30am-4.30pm; refreshments. 
Sun 15 WOOLHAMPTON 
Sing for the Homeless: come and 
sing Bach’s Magnificat and 
Faure’s Requiem conducted by 
Sir David Willcocks; professional 
orchestra and soloists. Proceeds 
to Cardinal Hume Centre Trust. 
01635 862290 or 200416. 

Sat 15 PRESTWOOD Holy 
Trinity Church Christmas Fayre 
10.30 am-3pm. Admission 25p. 
Refreshments, Christmas gifts, can- 
dles, ceramics, jams & pickles, cakes. 
Sat 15 CHESHAM Chess Valley 
Male Voice Choir Concert in aid of 
Children’s Society 7.30pm St Mary’s 
Church. Tickets £10 on 01494 
785713. 

Sun 16 AfLESBURY Schubert on 
Sundays, St Mary’s Church 3pm. 
Tickets £7.50, Record House, 
Aylesbury, St Mary’s Office, or on 
door 

Sun 16 WOODCOTE Fill the 
Font’: 9.45am Family Service, St 
Leonard’s Church for children in 
Need. Children invited to bring 
money they have collected and pour it 
in the font; bring a bear to church too. 
Sun 16 MILTON KEYNES 



Haydn The Seasons (Cornerstone 
Chamber Choir &c Orchestra) 
City Church, 7.30pm. Tickets 
£11 City Church Kiosk 01908 
246486, Visitor Information 
Centre, or at door. 

Tue 18 SUTTON COURTENAY 
Talk: ‘Wellbeing - Exploring 

Spirituality’ &C Health’ (Alison 
Webster) The Abbey. Book in 
advance: 01235 847401. 

Thu 20 - SUN 22 BLOXHAM 
Robert Bolt’s A Man for all 
Seasons /Bloxham Amateur 
Theatrical Soc.), St Mary’s 
Church 7.30pm. Tickets £6 
Bloxham PO, Homecraft, or on 
door. Information 01295 
720805. 

Fri 21 WOKINGHAM CMS - 

Still on the Frontier?’ (Canon 
Tim Dakin, General Secretary of 
Church Mission Society), All 
Saints’ Church 7.30pm. Tickets 
£3 inc. buffet supper 0118 979 
222797. . 

Fri 21 SUTTON COURTENAY 

Talk: ‘Soil, Soul & Society’ (Satish 
Kumar). The Abbey. Enquiries/ 
bookings 01235 847401. 

Sat 22 STOKENCHURCH St 

Peter & St Paul’s Bazaar 11am- 
2pm Longburrow Hall (back of 
church). 

Sat 22 ROTHERFIELD PEP- 
PARD Cantus Orielensis: Music 
for St Cecilia’s-tide 8pm All 
Saints’ Church. 0118 978 9782. 
Sun 23 MILTON near 
Abingdon ‘Imperial Splendour’: 
evening of Russian music, words 
& icons (in aid of new parish 
hall). Milton Manor 7.30 for 
8pm. Tickets £10, 01235 

820942 or 834053. 

Tile 25 OXFORD ‘The Jewish 
View of Bach’, 8pm Friends’ 
Meeting House, 43 St Giles’. 
Oxford Council of Christians &c 
Jews. 01865 761630. 

Fri 28 - Sat 29 TILEHURST 



Christmas Market St Mary 
Magdalen Hall: cakes, toys, 
tombola, etc. 0118 942 7850. 
Sat 29 BANBURY London 
Community Gospel Choir in con- 
cert St Mary’s Church 7.45pm. 
Tickets £12 Tourist Information 
Office, 01295 259855. 

Sat 29 HIGH WYCOMBE St 
Mary & St George Christmas 
Bazaar 2pm: tombola, band, etc. 
Sat 29 WOUGHTON ON THE 
GREEN Candelit Bazaar St 
Mary’s Church 6pm: mulled 
wine, stalls. 01908 665113. 

Sat 29 COMBE St Laurence 
Church’s Grand Christmas 
Bazaar in aid of church funds, 
Reading Room on the Green 
2pm. Refreshments. 

Sun 30 WOOTTON-BY- 
WOODSTOCK Special service St 
Mary’s Church 6.15pm: 
Cydadrowdd (old Welsh form of 
dramatic art) with prose &C poet- 
ry old & new. 01993 812543. 
Sun 30 LETCOMBE BAS- 
SETT Christmas Market 11am- 
4pm in village’s seasonally deco- 
rated historic buildings: 30 stalls, 
refreshments, live music. £2, chil- 
dren free, in aid of Church 
Restoration Fund. 01235 762390. 
Sun 30 MILTON KEYNES 
Advent Carol Service, City 
Church (with church choir) 
4.30pm. 01908 246486. 



BBC RADIO OXFORD 
95.2 

BBC RADIO BERKSHIRE 
104.1 

Enjoy your Sunday Breakfast 
Sundays 6 - 9am 
Local religious views, church 
news, favourite hymns 



Notices 

Calling keen hymn- 
singers! 

FJelp is needed at 
Dorchester Abbey on 
Sunday 2 November (All 
Souls’ Day) singing hymns 
for the BBC Radio 4 
8.15am Morning Service 
(rehearsal 7.30am). Just 
come along! 

Hymns A&M 

Does any parish have 
unwanted copies of Hymns 
A&M (Revised) - the 1950 
edition? A parish in 
Malaysia is in need of such, 
but can’t afford to buy new 
ones. 

Revd Dr Richard Sturch , 35 
Broomfield , Stacey Bushes , 
Milton Keynes MK12 6HA, 
tel. 01908 316779; email 
rsturch@compuserve.com. 



Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 
Sundays 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am Matins 
and Sermon; 1 1.15am 
Sung Eucharist; 6pm 
Evensong. 

Weekdays 7.15am Matins; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 
1.05pm Holy Communion; 
on Wednesdays only 6pm 
Choral Evensong; 6pm 
Sung Eucharist on 
Thursdays or Saints’ Days. 



The Hawthorns 




" Gracious Retirement Living " 

means relaxed independent retirement living, with support services 
such as activities, three meals provided daily in our Dining Room, 
excursions, live-in managers, housekeeping, and more! 



For information, please call: 

(01275) 790060 







The Hawthorns 

Grtu ious rennet t l iving 



The Hawthorns, 18-19 Elton Road, 
Clevedon, North Somerset BS21 7EH 



http://www.thehawthorns-clevedon.co.uk 




Even more insurance 
you can believe in 




Motor 




Wedding 




Travel 



ECCLESIASTICAL 

INSURANCE YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 

Head Office: Beaufort House, Brunswick Road, Gloucester GL1 1JZ 
Telephone Number: 01452 384848 Web address: www.ecclesiastical.co.uk 
e-mail: ecclesiastical@eigmail.com 

A member of the General Insurance Standards Council. 
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From 

Albanian 



Giant steps in the online world 
of Church House Bookshop 



Church House Bookshop, the official 
bookshop of the Church of England, is 
pleased to announce the relaunch of 
its popular and successful web site - 
www.chbookshop.co.uk - on 3 
November 2003. 

The fresh, attractive, and user-friendly 
design combined with powerful new 
catalogue and search facilities will provide 
the visitor with a state-of-the-art 
experience in Christian online shopping. 
Church House Bookshop stocks a wide 
range of Christian literature, including 
academic theology, resources for Christian 
living and all Church House Publishing 
products. Established in November 1998 , 
www.chbookshop.co.uk was the first major 
Christian online bookshop in the UK and 
continues to set the pace as the market 
leader, with over 30,000 books available to 
purchase. 

Visit www.chbookshop.co.uk from 3 
November 2003 to discover: 

• an attractive site that makes browsing 
easier than ever 

• a new, powerful search facility so finding 
books and products is quick and easy 

• an affiliate scheme that allows you to 



make money by recommending books to 
others 

• bestseller lists so that you will never 
miss out on a hot new title 

• book of the month & other content 
features including background information 
on hot topics 

• a vast range of Christian resources 
including over 30,000 books available to 
purchase online 

• a friendly, personal touch from staff who 
have expert product knowledge 

Start browsing for those Christmas 
presents today! 

Church House Bookshop w 6 b site - 

www.chbookshop.co.uk 

Church House Publishing web site - 

www.chpublishing.co.uk 

More information from 

David Green, Tel 020 7898 1582 , 

Email: david.green@c-of-e.org.uk 
(Church House Publishing) 



No Frontiers 

No Frontiers was set up in 1988 to 
obtain and supply Bibles and books to 
Christians visiting the then Eastern Bloc 
countries. 

Since that time however it has expanded 
extensively to now stock bibles and books 
in over 1 30 languages and to become the 
UKs leading source of foreign language 
material for Bookshops,Churches,Missions 
and individuals, all of whom are becoming 
increasingly aware of the need. 

No Frontiers comprehensive list can be 
found either in our Catalogue 
(Reprinting Dec ) or on our Website 
..www.nofrontiers.org and we despatch 
stock orders placed by 1 pm the same 
day. Books can be sent anywhere in the 
world and are carriage paid over £50. 
Payment can be made by Credit Card and 
special terms are available for bulk 
purchase or to the trade. 

No Frontiers operates as a Charity and any 
profits and donations are channelled back 
into language translation and publishing 
projects. 

We have recently published books in 
Albanian and Serbian and Bible portions 
in Lumasaaba (Uganda ) 



One giant step for 
www.chbookshop.co.uk 

one small click for you! 



@©©amos trust 

v» 






now available: 

"The Road Home" by Garth Hewitt 
& Daniel Bonnell 

paintings of Gospel scenes by US artist 
Daniel Bonnell with songs and prayers 
by Garth Hewitt (SPCK/ICC) 
book/CD package £19.99 (plus postage) 

available from January 2004: 
"Towards the Dawn" by Garth Hewitt 
Holy Land reflections for use from Easter 
to Trinity (SPCK) 

for details of these and other 
Amos Trust Publications, contact: 

Amos Trust 

All Hallows on the Wall, 83 London Wall, 

London EC2M 5ND 

Tel: 020 7588 2638 

email: info@amostrust.org 

web: www.amostrust.org 

registered charity number 292592 



Christian literature to the world 



DO YOU 

ENJOY A GOOD READ 

BUT DON’T KNOW WHERE TO 
GEE YOUR BOOKS FROM? 



F 'Very. cent occasionally, 
around an unexpected coma 
or ivith an unexpected person 
we catch a glimpse of the fire 
% the desert filled with flame' 



A\ ailtible from all good bookshops or 



TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 892945 



Something we all need - A good read 



The first book 
by the 
Archbishop 
of Canterbury 
since his 
enthronement 



LEST WE FORGET 

“GET US OUT OF HERE” 

Maria Simma speaks with Nicky Eltz 
Maria Simma is today a very eldery and holy 
Austrian lady, who for the past sixty three years 
has been visited by the souls of the deceased in 
need of prayer. Her testimony fulfills a vital 
thirst to know what is waiting for us after 
death .At the same time it offers a fast reading, 
clear and comprehensive understanding of the 
confusion of our times and the means whereby 
the truth can set us free. 

Maria answers questions on; The Family, Work 
and Money, Illness, Marriage, Suffering and 
Reparation, The Occult, Hell and Satan, 

The Bible, Prayers and Fasting, Heaven and the 
Angels and more besides. 

Introduction by Dr. Kenneth McAU 
Includes many beautiful prayers 

A BOOK YOU CANNOT 
AFFORD TO MISS! 

Price £10.00 + £3.00(p+p) = £13.00 Total 
Please send tour cheque/PO payable to Credo 
BOOKS WITH YOUR ADDRESS (BLOCK CAPITALS) 
to; CREDO BOOKS, CHAPEL PLACE, 
LISMORE, CO. WATERFORD, IRELAND. 



Rowan Williams 



no frontiers 



Join The Christian Book Club 
and keep in touch with the best and latest 
in Christian books, delivered direct to your 
home or church. All our books are always 
discounted! To receive FREE membership, 
bi-monthly magazines and 
SPECIAL OFFERS please contact us: 
Quote Reference CBC30A 
The Christian Book Club 
PO Box 300 Newton .Abbot, Devon TQ12 4ZN 
Tel: 01225 78 12 84 (9.00am to 5.00pm) 
www.christianbookclub.co.uk 



Are you trying to 
reach people in 
your area whose 
language 
is not English? 



Send for our latest catalogue to: 

nofrontiers, 

26 - 28 Lottbridge Drove, 
Eastbourne BN23 6NT UK 
Tel: 01323 437723 
Fax: 01323 411970 
Email: nofrontiers@kingsway.co.uk 
www.nofrontiers.com 



The easy way to develop your' 
daily Bible reading habit! 

Annual notes from the International Bible Reading Association 

• Just £6.75 for a full year's notes 

• Fresh perspectives by writers from all over the world and many 
denominations and backgrounds 

• Follow the IBRA readings scheme with other churches and individuals across 
the globe 

• Light for our Path: an accessible approach, with extracts from the Bible 
passages included 

• Light for our Path also available in a large print edition or on cassette at 
no additional cost 

• Words for Today : exciting new ideas, challenging readers to think and 
act in new ways 



Please send me: copies of Light for our Path 2004 ; copies of Words for Today 2004 @ £6.75 each 

Total payable: £ 

□ I enclose a cheque payable to Christian Education for the full amount 

□ I would like to pay by Visa, Mastercard or Switch: 

Card number: Expiry date: 

Issue number (Switch): Signature: 

Name: 

Address: 



Telephone number: , 
E-mail address: 



1020 Bristol Road, Selly Oak, 
Birmingham B29 6LB 
Tel: 0121 472 4242 | Fax: 0121 472 7575 
E-mail: s<iles{a)t liristianeducalion.twg.uk 
Web: wvm.christwrieducaffnn.6rf.uk 

Cross Publications 



Visitors • Asylum Seekers 
Refugees • Immigrant Workers 
International Students 
(in Host Families) 

Resident Ethnic Communities 



We stock Bibles and 
Books - Ideal for 
Evangelism in over 
1 00 different 
languages. 



A Chaplain's War 

T his is an account of the Great War as seen by a 
chaplain to an infantry battalion. Clearly it was 
written a year or so after the war when old soldiers 
were no longer heroes but in some cases were reduced 
to selling matches and even begging for their livelihood. 

Noel Mellish's 
account was 
therefore written in 
praise and defence 
of the soldiers who 
had suffered the 
horrors of trench 
warfare for four 
long years and 
whom he had 
grown to love and 
admire for their 
courage and 
humour. 

In 1952 while at 
Baltonsborough 
near Glastonbury, 
Noel Mellish 

was immobilised 
by a badly poisoned knee. Unable to 
get about on his usual parish rounds he took the opportunity to 
write something of his early life and experiences - a task that 



had been earnestly and repeatedly requested by his family for a 
long time. He had brought this account up to 1910 or 
thereabouts when he recovered and returned to his pastoral 
work, leaving the story unfinished and with many unanswered 
questions. 

But if this book was to be published it would inevitably bring 
publicity for the first chaplain to be awarded the Victoria Cross 
in this war and only the second ever since the medal was 
created in 1856. So the typescript was locked away and only 
came to light after his death in 1962. Friends and family who 
read this wanted to know more about this remarkable man who 
started life as a mounted trooper in the Boer War, worked in the 
diamond mines for eight years and then became a priest in 
1912. 

My original plan when I started to write about Noel Mellish 
was simply to publish his account of the war with extracts from 
contemporary letters to present a broader picture. But on seeing 
the chapter on his early life it seemed possible to put this 
together with the war story, and then with a great deal of help 
from the family, to cover the whole of this remarkable man's life. 
The typescript of his personal account of the war which follows 
was found among Noel Mellish's papers after his death. Not 
even his beloved wife with whom he shared his life's work and 
thoughts for over forty years had any idea that he had written it. 
So the complete story of his life, after a lot of research, has 
been put together in this book. 

Available from: Serendipity, Suite 530, 37 Store Street, 
Bloomsbury, London WC1 E 7QF. Cost £9.95 plus £1 
postage & packing or from local bookshops 
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Introducing The Christian Book Club 



• Are you house bound? 

• Too busy to visit your nearest 
Christian book shop? 

• Don't have a Christian book shop 
nearby? 

• Baffled by too large a selection? 

• Prefer the internet and home 
shopping? 

• Want to buy at the best prices? 

• Want to buy for a Church Bookstall? 

• Want to offer the best in Christian 
books to your family, friends. 



neighbours, etc? 

If you have answered yes to any of the above, 
then The Christian Book Club is most definitely 
for you. Under new management since October 
2002, The Christian Book Club offers a wide 
choice, carefully selected from amongst the 
many thousands of new - and reprinted - 
Christian titles published each year. Operating 
from editorial offices in Trowbridge, and with 
customer services and a warehouse in Newton 
Abbot, The Christian Book Club serves the 
whole country, not just the south of England! 



In addition to books. The Christian Book Club 
offers a small selection of music and gifts - 
ideal for this time of year. And unlike most 
book clubs you do not have to buy from every 
magazine, nor commit to books you do not 
want. More and more people are opting for the 
convenience of receiving their orders direct to 
their home: why not join them! The first step is 
to request a special offer recruitment brochure! 
They can be obtained by ringing 0870 9908 
277. Alternatively, you can join on line at 
www.christianbookclub.co.uk 



lit tfec children • «il| 
from Lutterworth Press 



Last year a public survey 
indicated that 50% of 
children spend most of 
their school holidays glued 
to a succession of 
computer games. Children 
spend vast amounts of time 
on hobbies such as this, 
which absorb their 
attention but do nothing 
to expand their interests. 

So how should we encourage 
our children to spend their 
time? 

Children can benefit hugely in 
terms of general knowledge, 
literacy and enthusiasm for 
learning from developing a taste 
for a good book early on. The 
pleasure of a book can be 
treasured and re-visited, often 
throughout generations. Books 
give children ideas, and inspire 
them to investigate interests. 
Nowadays, the larger scale 
book market is driven to 
compete with the ever changing 
and diverse nature of computer 
games and other such activities, 
and often matches them in 
providing short-lived and 
uninformative recreation. 

It is a difficult but important task 
to seek out quality literature for 
youngsters, that encourages a 
prolonged interest in reading 
and puts across the right 



messages. 

The Lutterworth Press, based in 
Cambridge, is a long-standing 
example of an independent 
publisher who recognise the 
importance of providing a high 
standard of literature for 
children. Also, in many cases, 
titles incorporate important 
moral and Christian messages 
that will stay with readers for 
life. This attention to detail is 
more important than one might 
realise when choosing books for 
our children. This Christmas, The 
Lutterworth Press have selected 
a range of books to offer at 
huge discounts, keen to 
encourage a high standard of 
reading for children. 

Christmas is an excellent time to 
give books, and they can be 
chosen to fit in with this holy 
holiday . . . 

Good King Wenceslas by Pauline 
Baynes is a delightful narration 
of the story behind the carol, 
accompanied by the author's 
stunning illustrations. A perfectly 
appropriate Christmas gift. 
Christopher: The Holy Giant by 
Tomie de Paola is a wonderfully 
illustrated retelling of the story 
of Saint Christopher, the giant 
who carried the baby Jesus. 

So take some time over picking 
out a really inspiring read for 
your child this Christmas - give 
them a gift for life. 
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OUT NOW! 

What young readers, aged 8+, 
have been waiting for: 

f H€ K€HftC iHA*W 
m r&MUHiA 

After he was left in a dangerous 
situation on Heremia, Kwai, 
Ezra and Julia hope to rescue 
their small green friend. It was 
a beautiful place, because 
everyone - at least, nearly every- 
one ~ always heard Majestic 
Spirit speaking to them. But 
some started pretending they 
didn’t hear Him. 

Can the children do anything 
to rescue the Kentle-Shaddy 
from Sutramon and Satalak? 




ORDER FROM 

CROSSBHJDGE BOOKS 
345 Old Birmingham Road 
Bromsgrove B60 1NX 
Tel: 0121 447 7897 
ISBN 0 9543573 2 9 Price £4.99 




PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 
ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 

FICTION, NON FICTION, 
MEMOIRS, BIOGRAPHY, 
HISTORIC, 

POETRY, CHILDRENS, 
RELIGIOUS, SPIRITUAL 

WRITE OR SEND YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO 

HIINl PRESS 

QUEEN’S HOUSE, 2 HOLLY ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM TW1 4EG. U.K. 
E-mail: athenabook@aol.com 



Books Wanted 



Good prices paid for Theological 
and other Libraries (not paperbacks). 
- John Thornton will visit - 

Contact: Mr John Thornton, 455 Fulham Road, 
London SW10 9UZ. 

Tel: 020 7352 8810 



CHRISTIAN BOOKSHOP 

2 Hinton Road, Bournemouth 

Tel: 01202 292272 

Oasis Books, 2 Park Road, Yeovil 

Tel: 01935 426253 

ON-LINE www.keithiones.co.uk 



Wren Publications 




P0 Box 396, St Albans, Herts A13 6NE 
Tel: 01727 761719 Fax 01727 765832 
website: www.wrenpublications.co.uk 



Christian publications for families and 
clergy when a baby dies during 
pregnancy or around birth. 

Not out of Mind £9.99 by Althea Hoyton 
Prayer in Pregnancy £3.75 by Althea Hoyton 

Prayer after abortion £3.00 by Althea Hoyton 




SIFTS FOR LIFE 



All Things Bright 
And Beautiful 
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THE PARABLES 

OF 

JESUS 




TOMIE diPAOIA 



50 % off childrens titles 

The Lutterworth Press have specialised in producing beautiful children's 
books since the late 18th century. 

We believe that reading is a hugely important pastime for our children. 

We have also learned that Christmas is an excellent time for stimulating 

the imagination of the young. 

So, this year we have slashed the prices of a wonderful range of 
children's books . . . because there are better ways to fill a stocking than 

with sweets and socks. 



Call us on (01223) 350865 and ask for the free ’children's sale' catalogue. 
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irffiEtSewri Bookstore 



Christmas Cards & Gifts. 
Christian Books, Missals. 
Rosaries 




64 Kinesmead 
Farnborouah 
F0I2S2J 519172 



Monday to Saturday 
8.30am - 5.50pm 



t* 



The best home-made 
Soup, Cakes, Snacks 
Teas and Coffees 
ferii'tgmgj esui ivvto the heart of Fflrwboroutgh 




m 



Christian Centre 

25 Church Street, Romsey, Hants SO51 8BT 

Tel/Fax: 01794 512194 

More Than A Bookshop ... 

• We stock Tearcraft - crafts from developing 
countries • Wholefoods from Traidcraft 



• Music & Greeting Cards 
Open 9-5 six days a week 

Registered Charity: No. 295266 



Harmony Books 

Religious "Zooks § Supplies 

To give knowledge 
8 understanding 

40 Harpur Street, 

Bedford MK40 2QT 

Tel: 01234 210298 






^ TP 

ART £ CRAFT SHOP 



Christian Bookshop Dept. 



Bibles : Cards : Books : Gifts 
Music Books : Church Candles 
Leading Bible Reading Notes 
Sunday School Aids 
House Group Studies 






27 High Street, Dorchester DTI 1UP 
Tel: 01305 264449 Fax: 01305 250675 




PARSONS THROUGH THE AGES 

A Collection of country clerics , 
good, bad, and so so 

By John Houghton 
Published by, and available from 

HATFIELD BOOKS 

18 Cornelia Close, Bletchley, Milton Keynes MK2 3LX 

ISBN 0-954 2664 0-4 £8.50 

Individual copies by post £9,50 inc. p&p. 
Cheques payable to Hatfield Books 

The author is himself a parson , who recently 
celebrated his Diamond Jubilee as a Priest 
He writes of his fellow priests through many 
centuries. They include the saintly and the famous , 
many so holy that shrines were built for them to 
which pilgrims flocked. Others were less saintly full of 
human foibles much like ourselves. And some were 
frankly infamous. The book treats of notable clerics 
who were great Diarists whose Journals do much to 
illuminate the 18th century. The same century also 
saw the murder of a country vicar at the hands of his 
farmer parishioners. By contrast, other country 
parsons ministered unseen in their rural parishes - 
like George Herbert. The author revels in the extent to 
which poets have commented on the state of religion 
in their days, from the writings of Chaucer and the 
concerned poetical comments on the upheavals of the 
Civil War. 

One chapter, aptly called "Warts and All", gathers 
together clerics who all fell from grace. Even more 
startling are the individuals described in the chapter 
called " Stranger than fiction". 

John Houghton's own ministry began as Curate in 
Wotverton in 1938. In 1942 he went on to 30 years 
service as a missionary in Zambia, where he was 
Archdeacon. He returned to England in 1974 and 
settled in Bletchley where he still lives. 

ALL THE ROYALTIES ON HIS BOOK WILL GO TO THE 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE HISTORIC CHURCHES TRUST. 



Something we all need ■ A good read 

Lion Publishing presents first publication by Rowan Williams 



Lion Publishing is delighted to announce the first 
book to be published by Rowan Williams since he 
was enthroned as the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

Silence and Honey Cakes looks at the wisdom and the insight 
of the desert fathers and mothers, a community of Christian 
monks and nuns who left their towns and- villages in the fertile 
inhabited regions of the Nile delta to live in the Egyptian 
desert from the mid third century onwards. This group was, as 
Laurence Freeman states in his introduction to the book, 
"grasped by the experience of God as absolute, 
uncompromising in its longing to be united with it and yet 
remaining humorous, humble and, above all, not condemning 
those of other beliefs or practice’. 

The unusual title of the book comes from the account of a 
brother who visited two of the desert fathers. After greeting 
him, Abba Arsenius sat in silence throughout his visit; when 
he arrived at the dwelling of Abba Moses, the monk welcomed 
and entertained him warmly. Another monk, hearing of this 



visit, prayed to God for enlightenment and was shown a vision 
of two boats on a river - in one sat Abba Arsenius and the Holy 
Spirit of God in complete silence, while in the other sat Abba 
Moses with the angels of God eating honey cakes. 

In examining the world of the desert fathers and mothers, the 
Archbishop discovers that their spirituality resonates strongly 
with aspects of the modern spiritual search. He uses 
exploration of their stories and sayings as a starting point for 
his own reflections on topics such as: living in relationship 
with others; discovering the truth about ourselves; 
reassessing our priorities; silence and the importance of 
language; life and death; staying and leaving. (The story above, 
for example, illustrates the distinctiveness of vocations.) 
Rowan Williams encourages us to enter into the challenges 
and simplicity of the desert, and to take hold of its message 
for ourselves and our communities. This fascinating and 
powerful book will speak to many in our fragmented, ever- 
busy society. 




This 168 page book may save 
your life or that of a loved one. 

THE HEALING POWER 
OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

Dr. Garrle F. Williams 

Carefully researched. Well 
documented spiritually and 
medically. True life stories 
of hope and healing. 
Only £12 with free postage. 

Ti irler pliH I2IB SSI SS73 



Churches 8 Groups may ask 
for a FREE carton of this 
book for Fund Raising. 




Bookbinding by 
Benedictine Monks 

Do you have a Bible or Liturgical Book in need 
of rebinding or refurbishing? 

Restoration and general binding also undertaken. 

Quarr Abbey Bindery 

Tel: 01983 882420 Fax: 01983 884402 

Registered Chanty No. 218731 




FOR ALL YOUR M€€0$ 



Choose From Our Extensive Range of Books on... 
Spirituality • Psychology • Counselling 
Children's Books • Self-Help • Parenting 
Social Issues • Theology 
Educational Resources • Biography „ 
and CD's & Videos 



Veritas are publishers of INT~GRC 0 M 
- a Pastoral and Liturgieal Resource 
for people in the ministry 



Veritas UK, Lower Avenue, Leamington Spa, 
Warwickshire, CV31 3NP 
Tel (01926) 451 730 • Fax (01926) 451 733 
Email veritas@globalnet.co.uk 
www.veritas.ie 




SARUM 

College 

BOOKSHOP 



..The Specialist 
Theological Bookshop.. 

Open to all 

Extensive new & second-hand stock 
New books posted free within UK 

Searches for out-of print titles 

Hours 

Mon - Fri 9 - 5 Sat 9-4 

19 The Close, Salisbury, Wilts SP1 2EE 
01722 326899 Fax: 01722 338308 
bookshop@sarum.ac.uk 
www.sarumcollegebookshop.co.uk 

Ik. 



IN ENGLISH 

• Some DAILY PRAYERS 

for Church of England People 

£ 3.50 per copy + post: 

84 pages: Illustrated. ISBN: 0-9542207-0-6 
IN WELSH & ENGLISH 

• GWEDDIAU DYDDIOL 
i Eglwyswr Cymraeg 
DAILY PRAYERS 

for Welsh Church People 

£ 5.00 per copy + post: 

112 pages: Illustrated . ISBN: 0-9542207-1-4 
Personal prayers (Pocket size) 

• Morning and Night 

• Praying the Creed/ During the day 

• Various things to pray and ponder 

• God's forgiveness 

• At the Eucharist 

From good bookshops or from the 
distributors - ST DENYS BOOKSHOP, 

11 Oak Street, Manchester M 4 5 JD. 

Tel: 0161 835 1069 Fax: 0161 839 7661 
Email: info@stdenysbookshop. com 



DAILY PERSONAL PRAYERS 

These two books were compiled by the Revd Harry 
Ogden, a retired priest from the Diocese of Manchester. 
Their aim is clear: 

"By praying briefly and systematically each day, you will not 
catch religious mania - but you will keep dose to GOD IN 
CHRIST, which is what Christianity is about". 

Some DAILY PRAYERS for Church of England People 

published in 1977 has sold some 60,000 copies over 
the past 26 years, the profits helping maintain an 
inner-city Manchester parish until 2001. It provides a 
simple framework of daily prayer, with teaching about 
the faith and the practice of it. A parish priest wrote: 

"It would make sense to folk whose background is unadorned 
Church of England ... The selection of material is imaginative 
and catholic and would introduce the reader to a wealth of 
spiritual traditions within the Church." 

The Bishop of Sheffield wrote: 

"There is nothing better to put into the hands of the newly 
confirmed or anyone who would have something simple, 
practical and yet profound to help them in their journey into 
GOD." 

GWEDDIAU DYDDIOL i Eglwyswyr Cymraeg 
DAILY PRAYERS for Welsh Churchpeople 

this bilingual companion volume in Welsh and English 
published in 2003 is already proving popular. 

Both books have appeared in the Church Times Top Ten 
Books list. 
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Time of your life 



Halloween - anti-Christian? 



DRESSING up, pumpkins 
and things that go bump in 
the night - Halloween is a 
part of our culture that most 
people take for granted. But 
for Christians, it’s a bit more 
problematic - how can you 
join in the fun when for so 
many people the bobbing for 
apples and trick-or-treating 
are associated with witch- 
craft and all things anti- 



Christian? In an age 
obsessed with Harry Potter 
and Buffy, it’s impossible to 
turn your back and ignore 
Halloween, or condemn all 
celebrations out of hand. 
Maybe the solution lies in 
looking at the history of 
the festival. 

In the old, pagan calendar, 
October 31st was the last 
day of the year, and the 



druids believed that witches 
and other spirits roamed the 
earth to herald the beginning 
of winter, their season. The 
idea of Jesus as light of the 
world meant that Christians 
have a completely different 
view of winter - All Saints’ 
Day, the day after Hallow- 
een, meant the beginning of 
the season leading up to the 
joy and hope of Christmas. 
October 31st was therefore 
reinterpreted as a bit of spir- 
itual life laundry, where evil 
spirits were given one day’s 



chance to wander around 
before being dazzled in the 
light of Christian hope. 

Halloween can therefore 
be seen as part of the 
Christian tradition - so why 
should it only be the secular 
world who has fun with it? 
Celebrate it as All Saints’ Eve 
if you like, but use it as an 
opportunity to shine light 
into the darkness - even if it 
is only from a pumpkin with 
a cross carved into it. 

Kate Griffin 



Celebrate the light of the saints 



doing it - that there is noth- 
ing wrong with Harry Potter 
but we want to emphasise 
the good side, not the bad. 

‘There is a really impor- 
tant quote in the books, 
when it is explained to Harry 
that he is protected from evil 
because of his mother’s love. 

‘That sums it all up. It is 
the message of the books 
‘We want youngsters to 
understand that there is a 
side to Halloween that many 
of them don’t have a clue 
about at the moment. We 
will have some kind of talk 
to explain its origins but 
we don’t want it to get 
too heavy. 

‘We are focussing on light 
- many places do have what 
they call a light party 
as an alternative to 
Halloween.’ 

She said while 
some parents 
didn’t want to 
talk at all 
about 
Halloween, 
she felt it was 



will, he gave us all choice. 
We need to give children this 
same choice at the end of the 
day. We can guide them, we 
can plant the seed, but 
ultimately they will choose 
for themselves. 

‘All we can do is try and 
bring them up in an environ- 
ment where they feel they can 
ask questions, and tell them 
honestly what we believe. 

‘But as far as Halloween is 
concerned, light shines 
through all darkness and it 
will not be overcome.’ 

Anyone wanting to con- 
tact Sally Ann for advice can 
call her on 01844 278029. 




FOR many Christian parents 
there used to be just two 
choices at Halloween - to let 
your children participate 
along with all their friends in 
the ghoulish games, or to 
slam the door in the face of 
trick or treaters. 

But now there is a growing 
‘movement’ of parents who 
want to try and engage with 
the event and use it positive- 
ly to teach children about 
Christ’s triumph over the 
powers of darkness. 

One way of doing this is 
to hold an alternative 
Halloween party for children. 

Sally Ann Dennis, in Little 
Milton, Oxfordshire, is 
doing just this for her village. 

All children in the village 
have been invited to an ‘All 
Saints and Sausages party’ 
on October 31st. 

Sally Ann believes that it is 
impossible to shield children 
away completely from events 
like Halloween, especially 
when schools often hold par- 
ties or events to mark the day. 

‘In an age of Harry Potter 
mania, it is very difficult 
to ignore. 

‘We want to provide a 
bright, light alternative to 

Party 

tricks 



Halloween. We are asking 
children to come dressed 
in their brightest, 
sparkliest clothes. 

‘We have organised a 
whole host of events, includ- 
ing biscuit and halo decorat- 
ing, a light and dark quiz, 
pumpkin and lantern mak- 
ing as well as some of the 
usual games children will 

'We want to provide a 
bright, light alternative 
to Halloween. We are 
asking children to come 
dressed in their bright- 
est, sparkliest clothes. 7 

expect such as apple bob- 
bing. 

‘We will ask children to 
think about Harry Potter 
too, and the way good char- 
acters win over evil.’ 

She is well prepared 
should any of the children 
come dressed up in more tra- 
ditional Halloween cos- 
tumes. 

‘We have a pile of light 
sparkly things to throw over 
them should anyone come 
dressed in Harry Potter gear. 
We will explain why we are 

Here are a few ideas for 
party games to celebrate All 
Saints Eve: 

Saints and heroes 

Dress up in your favourite 
saints costume or as the light- 
est, brightest person you can 
think of. 



important to \S£j| 
give children 
a choice. 

‘God gave us free 

Trick or Treating - without 
the tricks! 

Dress up and go out and col- 
lect money for a charity or 
your church. Hand out choco- 
late and treats to people who 
donate. 

Pumpkin carving 

Carve a pumpkin with a 



happy face or a Christian 
symbol like a cross. Use the 
pumpkin flesh to make soup 
or pie. 

Pin the halo on the saint 

A new version of the old party 
game favourite, or make 
saints 7 halos to wear. 



Arabian Cheese Fataya 

by Ann Way, our cookery writer 



My friend and neighbour, 
Joyce, owing to her work 
and her husband’s, spends a 
good deal of her time in 
Bahrain. She describes it as a 
tropical archipelago par- 
adise, set in the crystal clear 
waters of the Arabian Sea. 
Believed by many in the past 
to be the garden of Eden, it is 
home to a huge spreading 
tree known as the Tree 
of Life! 

She tells me that Sheikh Issa 
(an Arab version of the name 
Jesus) ruled this 
state for many 
years in the 

20*^ century 
and always 
employed per- 
sonal chefs 
who travelled 
with him every- 
where. One of 
them a« young 
man named Andre, was his 
personal chef for nine years 
until the sheikh died. 

Andre is now head chef at 
the Khalidia Palace Hotel in 
Abu Dhabi. This was origi- 
nally the palace of a Sheikh 
Khalid and was converted to 
an hotel after his death. 
Arabian hospitality is well 
known and the mezza, simi- 
lar to the Greek ‘mezedhes’ 
is one way in which they 
show it. Mezza can be any 
number of dishes and gives a 
full cross-section of colours, 
textures, tastes and aromas. 
Cheese Fataya is just one 
of these. 

This is a personal recipe of 
Andre’s which Joyce has 
sampled and enjoyed. As a 
keen cook she managed to 
persuade him to divulge his 
special recipe. It is delicious! 

Ingredients for the Dough 

1 Kilo (1 1/4 lb) plain flour 
25 gm (1 tablespoon) sugar 
20 gm ( 1/2 dessertspoon) 
salt 

200 gm (7 oz) butter 
75 gm (3 fl. ozs) corn oil 
500 ml water (it may need a 
little more) 



Ingredients for the Filling 

8 oz (225 gm) cheese (any 
kind, eg. Haloumi Feta or 
Cheddar) 

1 egg 

Chopped mint - 1 tablespoon 
fresh, or 1 dessertspoon dried 
Chopped parsley - 1 table- 
spoon fresh, or 1 dessert- 
spoon dried 
1 teaspoon thyme 
1 'grind 7 white pepper 
Chopped cooked spinach, if 
liked (optional) 



Method 

Mix the ingredients for the 
dough - in a large mixing 
bowl, adding the water to 
make a pliable but not sticky 
dough. Leave for about 1/2 
hour to rest. 

Grate the cheese and mix 
with the herbs and the egg 
and spinach (if using). 

When the dough is rested, 
re-work it for a few minutes 
and then roll out to a 1/4 
inch thickness and cut into 
circles about 4 1/2 inches 
wide - smaller if preferred. 
Pile spoonfuls of the filling 
into the centre and told over 
into semicircles. Fold the 
edges over section by section 
so it is neatly overlapping 
right round the curve of the 
half circle. 

These can then be deep fried 
or shallow fried, turning 
them over until they are pale 
gold and puffed up. They 
can be eaten hot or cold. 
They also freeze well. 




Word for Life Trust 

The House of Bread, Ross Road, Christchurch, 
(Forest of Dean), Nr. Coleford, Glos 

7 November, Quiet Day 10am - 4pm 

"Kindness" 

8 ft 9 November, Saturday 10am - Sunday 4pm 

Weekend Course - " Part i of Prayer Ministry 
9 Christian Counselling Skills (Level 1) 

14 - 16 November, Healing Retreat 

'Christ, the King' 

22 November, Teaching Day 10am - 4pm 

'My Sheep Hear My Voice' 

29 November, Teaching Day 10am - 4pm 

'Preaching for a Verdict' 

John Woolmer and Elizabeth Brazil 

5 December, Quiet Day 10am - 4pm 

A Great Light’ 

6 ft 7 December, Saturday 10am - Sunday 4pm 

Weekend Course - * Part 2 of Prayer Ministry 
9 Christian Counselling Skills (Level 1) 

Prayer Ministry Days - every Wednesday 
with teaching, worship and personal prayer 
Quiet days - first Friday of each month 
Time and space to listen to God 

For further details please telephone the 
Word for Life Trust office on: 

01594 837744 or Email: courses@wflt.org 







The Centre for 
Jewish-Christian Relations 

offers an 



MA or Diploma in Jewish-Christian Relations 

on site in Cambridge or by Distance Learning, 
full or part time 

♦ 

A wide choice of modules available. 

♦ 



Bound Biographies 

Have you considered writing your life story? 

Bound Biographies will help, giving specialist advice and 
encouragement, producing two or more illustrated leather-bound 
volumes to give to family or friends. If you would like to discuss 
producing something beautiful from manuscript, jottings or notions, 
please contact: 

Christine Holmes, Rockdene, Exeter Road, Moretonhampstead, Devon TQ13 8NW. 

Telephone: 01647 440113 

CORNWALL 

Large Country House Hotel. 

Fine restaurant resident pianists, leisure spa. 
Many bargain breaks. Central for Touring. 

Penventon Park Hotel 

Tel: Redruth 01209 203000 

Email: manager@penventon.com www.penventon.com 



FIRST DAY COVERS and 
PRESENTATION PACKS 

Free competitive price list 
available now 
Jonathan Gilbert, 
FREEPOST ANG 7133, 
Bedford MK42 OYA 

(012341 325531 



Watches Wanted 

Gents pocket and wrist 
watches, military or civilian, 
any condition. Also associated 
items, i.e. chains, keys etc. 
Gold and silver items 
and medals. 

Please phone: 

01691 831162 anytime 




Embroidery 
for worship, 
ceremony 
and 

celebration 



Christine Donaldson 

formerly trading as OPUS 
Ordination Stoles and all 
embroidered vestments, 
furnishings and Banners. 
Traditional and contemporary 
designs made to commission. 
Embroidery repairs undertaken. 

Plain and embroidered 
altar linen. 



Applications now accepted for courses starting 
February 2004 

E-mail: enquiries @ cjcr. cam.ac. uk 

2-day Course 

‘Jewish-Christian Relations and the Media* 

22 - 23 February 2004 at Madingley Hall, Cambridge 
Residential rate: £118; Non-residential rate: £75 

♦ 

The course will examine the treatment by the media 
of interfaith issues. It is open to people of all ages 
and backgrounds with an interest in this field. 
E-mail: d.patterson-jones @ cjcr. cam.ac. uk 

CJCR, Wesley House, 30 Jesus Lane 
Cambridge CB5 8BJ 

Tel: (01223)741048 www.cjcr.cam.ac.uk 



Are you running an 

ALPHA COURSE? 

Why not use 

the Door 

to reach people within the Diocese. 

It may not be as expensive 
as you think! 

Call Sarah Cale on: 

01527 89 2945 



3 Walnut Drive, Maids Moreton, 

Buckingham MK 18 1Q| Tel: 01280 816055 



^ & sheila Rob B/ 

* CLOSING ^ 
DOWN SALE 

of 

FANCY DRESS AND 
THEATRICAL COSTUMES 

60 Hurst Street, Oxford 

Tel: 01 865 240268 
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* A decent 

way to invest 













When you want returns on your 
investments that can lead not just to a 
better deal for you, but for the world 
around you too, the new Ethical Fund 
from The Share Centre can help. 

Socially responsible investment is, like 
business itself, a wide and diverse topic. . . 
there is no 'one-size frts all' policy that 
encapsulates everybody's ethical interests. 
So the Fund sets out to take a balanced 
view, following clear and consistent policies 
which reflect society's consensus on topics 
of ethical and social concern. 

We believe that good business and 
management practices which balance 
commercial needs with sound 
environmental and social behaviours, 
should lead to good share price 
performance. But, in these days of 
broadly-based businesses simply identifying 
a company's activities can be difficult 
enough, let alone evaluating their ethical 
and investment credentials. That's where 
the Fund's experienced management 
team come in. 

The Fund seeks to outperform the FTSE 
All-Share Index by selecting stocks 
with sound investment credentials. 
Prospective stocks are then screened 
against some 350 specific criteria to 
ensure each company complies with our 
Ethical Policy. 



The Share Centre is one of 
the UK’s leading independent 
stockbrokers, a member of the 
London Stock Exchange and 
authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Services Authority. 

This product may not be suitable 
for all investors, if in doubt you 
should seek independent advice. 
Share prices, their values and 
income may go down as well as 
up and investors may get back 
less than originally invested. 

The Share Centre, 

PO Box 2000, Aylesbury, 
Bucks. HP2I 8ZB. 



Registered in England no. 2461949. 
Registered office Oxford House Oxford 
Road, Aylesbury, Bucks HP2I 8SZ. 
VAT registration no. 596 3918 82 



A 



Well motivated individuals who would tike 
a simple part-time business. 

If you are honest & ethical and would tike 
to earn lk - 20k per month full or part-time 

WITH ON-GOING TRAINING & SUPPORT 
TO ENSURE YOU SUCCEED 

RING CHRIS ON: 01380 860583 
Mobile: 07970 717110 

www.lcfgroup.net 



CHRISTMAS MARKETS 

GERMANY: Visit Trier Cathedral and a selection of 
Christmas markets between 10-13 December 2003. 
Organised by the Church of St James-without-the-Priory 
Gate, Southwick, and The Rowans Hospice. Cost: £1 85 
per person, includes a donation to the hospice. 

Coach departures from Purbrook, Southwick Church and 
Portsmouth Fratton rail station. Booking forms available 
by sending a sae to: 

Hospice Travel Organiser (German BF), Orchard Cottage, 
34 West Street, Southwick P017 6EA. 

07940 805431. 023-9237 7568 or 023-9287 0650 or 
email: rowanstravel@yahoo.co.uk 




WQLFETON MANOR 

A Quality Retirement Residence 






A Christmas 
gift with 
bells on 

Change the lives of a poor 
African family. Give an 
animal in the name of a 
loved one this Christmas. 
Gift catalogue hotline: 
0845 660 4670 
Please quote ref. CA303 



Send a Cow ry 

Animals for Africa -Gifts for life 

Unit 4, Priston Mill, Priston, 
Bath BA2 9 EQfteg charity na 29971 7 

www.sendacow.org.uk 




Share Centre 



please ring 
Sue Williams on: 



fax: 01527832152 

[-nil; 




Located on the edge of Charminster, one mile from Dorchester, this fully 
modernised home stands in Th acres of beautiful gardens with rural views. The 
Manor provides quality living in a comfortable and caring environment for 
elderly people who cannot or choose not to fend for themselves. There is 24 
hour staffing, nurse call system and all rooms en-suite. A high standard of food 
is a speciality of the Manor with many guests dining with relatives and friends. 
In the grounds are two sheltered accommodation suites with full “hotel” services 
provided by the Manor for the more independent. 

Due to demand the Manor’s accommodation was recently extended with 8 
more ground floor en suite residential rooms and 5 assisted living suites. All 
with garden views and fully registered for care. Additionally a new sun 
lounge and conservatory were added together with ‘A mile of garden paths. 

If you wish to check for vacancies, or would like to receive a brochure 
or visit, please contact: 

Sandra & Keith Shaw 

Wolfeton Manor, Charminster, Dorset DT2 9QL 

Tel: 01305 262340 Fax: 01305 257915 

l E mail: - shaw.wolfeton@tesco.net. J 



The Fund draws a distinction between products and services which are, in themselves, 
harmful and those whose harm Is in their abuse. It therefore automatically excludes 
companies operating in such areas as the supply of offensive weapons, pornography, 
the testing on animals of cosmetics and household cleaning agents; tobacco and 
environmentally-degrading products or processes where an acceptable sustainable 
development policy is not in operation. 

Shares in the Fund are bought and sold in the same way as other shares except 
there's no bid/offer spread, just one daily dealing price that reflects the underlying 
value of investments in the Fund For your convenience your shares in the Fund are 
held free of charge in a 'Share Account' with The Share Centre. 



To find out more about how the Ethical Fund can play a 
part in your investment plans call us free on 0800 800 008 
quoting reference ‘TD’ and well send you an 
information pack. 






■ 



Twyford Local Ecumenical Partnership, comprising 
St Mary's, Twyford, Twyford United Reformed Church 
and St James, Ruscombe are looking for a 

FULL-TIME YOUTH MINISTER 

to encourage, support and develop 
our enthusiastic Christian young people. 

Salary £18,000 including tax free housing allowance, 
expenses and training budget 

Further details from: Revd Graham Hamborg, Church Office, 

St Mary's Church Centre, Twyford, Reading, Berkshire RG10 9NT 
Or e-mail to revghamborg@hotmail.com 




Pehrson’s Candles 

for quality & service 

Units 3 & 4, Building 7 
Saxon Way, Melbourn 
South Cambridgeshire SG8 6DN 




No Order is too Small 

100% pure stearin candles 
10% beeswax candles 
Votives & sundries 

Tel: 01763 262633 

Fax: 01763 262675 
Email: sales@pehrsons-candles.co.uk 



Pehrson’s have been importing 
candles for almost 60 years 
specialising in high quality candles. 

Their Swedish manufacturer 
Liljeholmens, has been making some 
of the Worlds finest candles since 
1839 from 100% pure stearin, a 
material which is made from 
renewable sources, mainly nut oil. 

It burns with a large bright flame, 
does not soot, is long burn and will 
not drip in most situations. 

Because of its hardiness it will not 
bend in sunlight and warmth. 

The unique “Kanal” candle is 
excellent in difficult situations, 
made from 100% stearin, it burns 
with no wax pool as internal 
channels prevent dripping. 

The 10% beeswax Church candles 
are made in Europe, by long 
established quality manufacturers. 




THE DOOR : NOVEMBER 2003 



19 



Arts 






BOOKS FILMS ART MUSIC 



Inspiring stories 
of Bible lands 



THIS tells the fascinating 
story of people whose faith 
and dedicated service to God 
led them to give their lives to 
helping first the Armenians, 
whose homeland was 
around Mount Ararat, and 
then the peoples in the other 
lands of the Bible, forming 
what is now known as 
BibleLands. (The society is 
well known to many for the 
carol sheets, first produced 
in the 1950s, which are 
used all over the country 
at Christmas.) 

It all started during the 
Crimean War when Turkey 
was much in the British 
news. Cuthbert Young, cler- 
gyman and evangelist, forced 
to go to a warm climate 
through serious ill health, 
longed for the renewal of the 
Gregorian Church in 
Armenia, the oldest 
Christian nation. From this 
grew (in 1854) the Turkish 
Missions Aid Society, with 
Lord Shaftesbury as its first 
President; it was later named 
the Bible Lands Missions Aid 
Society. Its workers were 
soon involved in major 
humanitarian aid in the 
Balkans, caring for thou- 
sands of orphans and 
refugees: the Armenians, as 
Christians, were again and 
again victims of persecution, 
atrocity and genocide. Since 
then it has gradually expand- 
ed to care for many in need 
all over the unsettled ‘Bible 
lands’ — Lebanese impover- 
ished by civil war, mentally 



and physically disabled chil- 
dren in Jerusalem, refugees 
gathering in Egypt from 
troubled parts of Africa. It 
runs schools, hospitals, cen- 
tres for the disabled, social 
projects, and orphanages. 

Although this is in a way 
an ‘official’ history, the 
author (who lives in 
Chesham) wisely avoids try- 
ing to include everything, 
but concentrates instead on 
some of the inspiring stories 
of the men and women who 
have worked in the Bible 
lands. The book gives us a 
useful insight into the largely 
forgotten history of the 
Armenians. It reminds us 
that the cycle of violence and 
of ethnic and religious 
hatred in the Middle East are 
not peculiar to our own 
time. But it reminds us too 
that one person can make a 
difference, as we see in these 
pages individuals moved 
with pity and Christian love 
to run orphanages, feed 
refugees, teach the disabled, 
believing both in the ‘truth 
that is in Jesus’ and in the 
‘Gospel of service’. 

Clare Wenham 



Clare Wenham is an editor for 
Oxford University Library 
Services 




THE LIGHT 
BEARERS 
JEAN HATTON 
MONARCH AND 

BIBLE LANDS 




Tackling Christianity 



T REALLY don't know how I 
could go on, day to day, with- 
out knowing that God is with 
me in all I do/ says English 
rugby star Jason Robinson. 
He grew up in a working class 
family in Leeds and began 
playing rugby at the age of 
16, as it provided a much 
needed outlet for his energy. 
Here he tells how he coped 
with his meteoric rise to star- 
dom - including his new found 
wealth. 

FINDING MY FE ET 
J ASON RO BIN SO N 
HOPPER AND STOUGHTON 



Modem day Trollopian 
saga of church life 



THE new book by Oxford 
author Anne Borrowdale 
picks up where her last left 
off and we return again to 
the trials and tribulations of 
curate Alison Thompson. 

It is another pacy read 
which follows Allie through 
becoming a priest and the 
return of her former lover, 
Iain Sutherland into her life. 

The dilemma she is faced 
with draws in Christopher 
Ridgefield, who is now a 
bishop. 

Fearing scandal, he issues 
an ultimatum but then is 
forced into a dramatic 
re-evaluation of his own 
beliefs when he is confronted 
by his own less than 



salubrious past. 

For those familiar with Dr 
Borrowdale’s previous two 
novels following Allie and 
her friends, it is a welcome 
return. The themes of 
women’s ordination, celiba- 
cy and divorce, begun in the 
earlier novels, are carried 
through to their conclusion 
here. 

A well written, racy story 
of church life. 

NO PERFECT 
PRIEST 

AH§CBOHHOMBM£ 
ASHTON PICKER- 
ING £&99 






Illustrations that bring 
tales and legends to life 



THIS book is a variety of short, long, happy and sad stories. 
The book is exciting, interesting and very intriguing. It is a 
good book for children, but there should be a certain age 
group, set out on the cover. 

The pictures are unusual but in a good style. It is present- 
ed neatly. Some younger children may not be able to under- 
stand them though. 

The stories first sound like fairy tales, then they transfer to 
legends. The drawings aren’t realistic but styled. Lois Rock is 
good at literacy. Christina Ballet is a fantastic illustrator. 

Jasmine Taylor is a year 5 
pupil at Hampstead Norreys 
CE primary school, 
Berkshire 



THE LION BOOK 



OF TALES AND 



LEGENDS 



ROCK/BALLET 



LION BOOKS £12.99 



How to deal with a troublesome dragon? 



GIVE him a saint to eat is the 
answer, according to the 
Legend of St Margaret of 
Antioch, exuberantly staged 
by St Margaret’s Church, 
Oxford over the weekend of 
4 and 5 October, in aid of the 
church’s appeal. 

Margaret was the daugh- 
ter of Theodosius, high 
priest of Jupiter in 3rd 
Century Antioch. A 
Christian convert, she 
refused to marry Olybrius, a 
pagan city official, and was 



condemned to be eaten by 
the ferocious dragon plagu- 
ing the city. According to the 
legend, her saintliness 
proved too much for the 
dragon’s digestive system 
and a kind of internal com- 




bustion took place, allowing 
Margaret to walk free from 
the monster’s carcass. 

A remarkable wealth of 
talent was on display here, 
from the writers, Margaret 
Hollis, Robin Knight and 
Clare Weiner, whose scripts 
were clever, witty and mov- 
ing, to the excellent musical 
direction of Richard 
Goodall, to the performers 
and costume designers, 
whose masterwork was a 
lurid green dragon made up 



of about a dozen hungry 
children. Acting was general- 
ly of a high quality, with the 
part of Margaret herself 
being split between four 
young teenagers, Alice 
Brewer, Emma Gullifer, 
Imogen Harper-Donnelly 
and Hermione Thompson, 
each of whom filled the role 
with dignity and maturity. 
In the love scene an adult, 
Louise Gullifer, took the part 
of Margaret, expressing her 
internal conflict with a mov- 



ing combination of light 
humour and pathos, ably 
matched by Chris Brown’s 
touching portrayal of the 
love-struck and baffled 
Olybrius. 

Comedy was provided by 
a hilarious double act of a 
rather ineffectual St George 
and his long-suffering horse 
(Benjamin Thompson and 
Robert Gullifer), whose 
arrival on the scene inspired 
composer Nigel Hamway to 
a Gilbert and Sullivan-style 
duet, one of the delightful 
songs written by him for the 
play. These varied in style 



from the lyrical love-song for 
Margaret and Olybrius to 
the ‘Dragon Blues’, groaned 
both musically and portray- 
ing a dragon suffering from 
the mother of all belly-aches, 
to the show-stopping Nurse’s 
song, sung with great depth 
and richness of tone by 
Carol Goodall. 

Around 40 people were 
involved in two very enjoy- 
able evenings, which it is 
hoped will have raised a con- 
siderable sum in aid of the St 
Margaret’s Appeal, stmar- 
garetsappeal@hotmail.com. 

Griselda Hamway 






TANK Winter wfiy p 

MUSEUM Lecture S<Mp 

KJ 

Museum opens at 6pm 
Lectures start at 7:30pm 

Booking lines : '%} 

01029 405096 ext 212 or 462359 mJS 

Prices Include adm. and refreshments. XgjflH 

Thursday 13th Nov . Professor 

Richard Holmes talking on the subject of 

The Kalian Campaign 1943 - 45, Sold out S 

Wednesday 17th Dec - Lt Col P 
Hanklnson MBE, an informative talk by the 
Colonel in Chief of 2nd Royal Tank Regiment .JH 

on the recent operations In (rag. £10 

Thursday 22nd Jan 04 - David Fletcher 

talking on The development of the 
tank during WW1, £10 

Thursday 12th Feb * Murray Walker, 

a light hearted anecdotal talk on life in 
formula one. £12 

Thursday 1 8th March * Is the age of the 

tank dead? Colonel, Force Development, ItfSpi 

Royal Armoured Corp will talk on the future of '' wigN 

the tank and its role on die battlefield. £10 

Thursday 22nd April < Dennis Silk will 

talk on the life and poetry of Siegfried 

Sassoon. £10 49 

Thursday 1 3th May - Minette Walters, .. _ 
talking on the subject of crime writing^ £1 0 

The Tank Museum 

Bovington, Dorset, BH20^6!lg^^^®ll 
www.tankmuseum.co.uk : 
info@tankmuseum.co.uk t 



Org anist Required 

for 

Holy Trinity, Headington Quarry, 
Oxford 

From 1st January 2004 

Adult 8 Junior Choir 

Salary negotiable. 

Contact: Rev. Tom Honey on 

01865 762931 or hthq@fish.co.uk 



Choices to make? Feeling stuck? 

I am a trained personal coach with a background 
in ministry training in Oxford Diocese, and offer 
a 4-session coaching programme that can help 
you discern your next step. 

Dr Anne Borrowdale 01865 432915 
email: anne@anneborrowdale.co.uk 
www.anneborrowdale.co.uk 



t> £4* 

P'6*4*4'' 



A careful blend of Manuka Honey 
& Bee Venom 



The healing properties of the Manuka Tree have 
long been part of New Zealand folklore and recent 
scientific and medical evidence supports this. 
The benefits of Bee Venom have long been known 
- and bee venom therapy is still used today to ease 
the pain of Arthritis, Bursitis and Tendonitis. 
Recent clinical trials conducted in New Zealand 
found that two thirds of patients suffering from 
Arthritis had significant pain relief and increased 
mobility after using Nectar Ease™. 

Now also available is Nectar Ease™ Plus, 
incorporating Glucosamine Sulphate. 

For a free information pack 

Freephone: 0800 783 0942 

Or write to: Nectar Ease UK Ltd 
1 Bradfield Road, Field End Road, 
South Ruislip HA4 ONU 



Are you a Service or ex-Service 
family who needs help? 

If SSAFA Forces Help can help 
you, or someone you know, please 
call our confidential helpline. 

01865 748041 

FORCES 



Registered Charity No. 210760 



fyill Utbie P&upi! 

Advertise your Christmas worship 
programme in the December issue of 

the Door 

A box advert this size at a special 
concessionary rate of £25. 

Call: 01527 89 2945 




World Church 



the Door closes 



Learning to lead 



A trip to Willow Creek breathes new life 



into Diocesan clergy, writes Andrew Gear 



Willow Creek Community 
Church, in the suburbs of 
Chicago, is the largest 
church in the United States. 
The numbers are quite 
mind-blowing - at least 

10.000 committed members 
and around 16,000 people 
attending their Seeker 
Services each week, support- 
ed by a full time staff of 70 
people (around the same 
number that support this 
whole Diocese at Church 
House in Oxford!) Their 
Senior Pastor, Bill Hybells 
has made Willow Creek his 
lifelong ministry and has 
developed a passion for the 
field of leadership. Each year 
he hosts a 3 day Leadership 
Summit offering the oppor- 
tunity to listen to some of 
the top writers and speakers 
in the field of leadership, 
many of whom have worked 
with the top 20 companies 
in the U.S.. As well as the 

6.000 people at Willow 
Creek, the Summit was 
beamed live to a number of 
satellite venues across the 
U.S. so that 38,000 people 
actually experienced this 
unique event. 

With eager anticipation 
and some trepidation, a 
group of 13 clergy from 
Oxford Diocese visited the 
Summit this summer. All 
had taken part in the 
Diocesan programmes, 
Developing Servant Leaders 
and were continuing to 
develop their own leader- 
ship in their churches. 



Chris Stott, Rector for 
Harwell, said: “Willow 

creek is huge, American, and 
non-denominational - we 
are small, semi-rural, and 
Anglican -so is anything 
transferable? What I experi- 
enced at Willow Creek pre- 
sented me with some very 
clear challenges. Leadership 
and clarity of vision are vital 
and we need a passion for 
mission and a desire to see 
people come to faith in 
Christ.’ 

The group did include one 
or two sceptics, not at all 
sure about the Willow Creek 
‘phenomenon’. Ainsley 
Swift, incumbent in the New 
Windsor Team, put himself 
in this category, “I went 
with a pre-conceived idea 
that it wouldn’t be helpful, 
but was very happily sur- 
prised to find my fears not 
fulfilled. The Summit came 
at exactly the right time to 
re-energise my ministry after 
some difficult times.’ 

The Summit - inspiring, 
challenging, overwhelming, 
thought provoking, exciting. 
Each member of the group 
continues to wrestle with the 
questions it presented. To 
give you a taste of the chal- 
lenge of the Summit, how 
do you respond to this core 
value statement - ‘the local 
church is the hope for the 
world and its future rests 
primarily in the hands of its 
leaders’ - do we in Oxford 
Diocese, clergy or lay, really 
believe that? 





From top left, clockwise: the new Bishop of Buckingham with the Archbishop of Canterbury; Right Revd Alan 
Wilson surrounded by his proud wife Lucy and their five children aged 4 to 17, a view from the organ loft of 
the consecration in Westminster Abbey, greeting friends and guests around the Great West Door including 
(wearing chain) the Chairman of Buckinghamshire County Council Richard Pushman and wife Valerie; visit- 
ing Bishops and clergy listen intently to the service. 
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Stained Glass Studio 




STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and repaired. 
Specialists in reproduction of hand painted and 
decorative glass for windows and doors. 

Ecclesiastical and Residentud 




3 MaJtfeoase I^ne, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 Fax: 0118 957 5865 

By appointment only 



TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear and Robemakers 

109 COWLEY ROAD OXFORD 0X4 1HU 

TEL ft FAX: (01865) 722022 
Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching 
Gowns • Preaching Scarves • Stoles 
• Hoods • Girdles and Cinctures 
• Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 



Suffering from Cancer: 



* Swellings • Skin Thickening 
• Restlessness • Sleep Disturbance 
• Emotional Distress Pain 



Why not try? 



DrVodder Manual Lymph 
Drainage (MLD) 



Marie-France Bewley 

MA (Hons), ITEC, MUR. Ml FA, MLD (UK) 

For more information, please contact: 

160 Oxford Road, Abingdon, 0 X 0 N OX14 2AF 

01235 555932 or 01865 558561 

www.mfbewley.org.uk 



‘Your kingdom come’ 

Matthew 6:10 

It’s a fair bet that many congre- 
gations in the Oxford diocese 
will hear the word ‘kingdom’ 
more frequently this Autumn 
than they’ve ever done before. 
Although ‘the kingdom of God' 
was at the heart of the message 
of Jesus, the word isn’t one that 
comes easily to modem lips or 
falls easily on modem ears. 
‘Kingdoms’ for us are either 
democracies with a head of 
state who happens to wear a 
crown (like ours does), or for- 
eign and far-away, like the 
Hashemite kingdom of Jordan. 

So it’s quite hard for us to 
appreciate what ‘kingdom’ 
would have meant to those who 
heard Jesus preaching. For 
them, the kingdom was, quite 
simply, where the king reigned. 
He alone was its authority, he 
wielded its power; he estab- 




by David Winter 



THOUGHT FOR 
THE MONTH 



lished its values. The people of 
the kingdom were his subjects: 
dependent, obedient, yes; but 
also protected, guided and 
enriched, if he were a good 
king. 

Where God reigns 

So the ‘kingdom of God’ was 
where God reigned, where he 
alone was the authority and 
power. Its values were his values 
and its people were his subjects, 



Canon David Winter is a former 
Diocesan Director of Evangelism^ 
broadcaster and author of many 
books including Message for the 
Millennium (BRF). 



dependent and obedient, but 
also protected, guided and 
enriched by him. Those who 
became the followers of Jesus, 
his ‘disciples’, could readily see 
themselves as people of that 
kingdom, living by its values 
and obedient to its laws. 

Visible to all who seek 

Perhaps that’s why the very next 
phrase in the Lord’s Prayer is 
‘Your will be done’. The king- 
dom isn’t present where the sov- 
ereign’s will is flouted. In the 
same way, as the disciple sets his 
or her heart on doing what God 
requires, the kingdom comes. 
Jesus perfectly did the will of the 
Father and, behold, the king- 
dom was there! Indeed, wherev- 
er people, as individuals or 
communities, seek to know and 
do his will, the kingdom 
becomes visible. It’s that visibili- 
ty for which we pray this 
Autumn. 
















